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Ageas	Bowl	Cricket	Ground,	Hampshire		
–	Swanworth	Rock	Armour	for	landscaping,	Gabion	stone	

The	renovation	
scheme	at	the	
Ageas	Bowl	
(formerly	‘the	Rose	
Bowl’)	Cricket	and	
hotel	grounds	was	
a	large	landscaping	
and	gabion	
architecture	
project	entirely	
using	Swanworth	
Quarry	stone.	
Working	for	
various	contractors,	including	Keltbray	and	Maccaferri,	850	tonnes	of	½	to	
2t	Rock,	550	tonnes	of	gabion	stone	and	another	145	tonnes	of	auxiliary	
stone	gradings	were	supplied	by	Suttle	Stone	Quarries	to	achieve	
spectacular	views	over	the	landscape	and	stadium	walls.	The	work	was	

completed	
in	2014	and	
has	greatly	
improved	a	
National	
institution.	
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‘Bituchem’,	Cinderford,	Gloucestershire		
–	Swanworth	6mm	and	10mm	Limestone	Chippings	

‘Bituchem’	are	a	company	based	in	Cinderford,	Gloucestershire	who	
specialise	in	the	manufacture	of	bonded	colour	surfaces	for	landscaping.		
We	supply	6mm	and	
10mm	chippings	to	them	
as	the	colour	and	quality	
of	the	Swanworth	stone	
suits	many	of	their	
applications.	The	loss	of	
Swanworth	as	a	source	
would	financially	effect	
their	business	as	the	next	
available	source	of	
material	would	be	
Derbyshire.	

	
The	picture	inset	is	of	a	
finished	surface	at	
Montpelier	Park,	
central	Cheltenham	
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Appendix	3	–	Suttle	Projects	Case	Studies	
	
Network	Rail/Osborne	Botley	landslip	remedial	works																																																							
After	torrential	prolonged	periods	of	rain	during	the	winter	of	2014,	the	
embankment	at	Botley	gave	way	
leaving	it	unpassable	for	trains.	
Suttle	Projects	responded	to	work	
for	Osbornes	and	Network	rail.	The	
emergency	works	went	on	for	4	
weeks,	whilst	the	remediation	
works	went	on	for	a	further	5	
months.	Suttle	Projects’	parts	of	the	
contract	was	worth	£3	million	and	
included:	
	
• Installation	of	1	mile	of	access	road.	
• Excavation	and	muck	away	of	35,000t	
saturated	material	provided	by	Suttle	
Stone	Quarries.		

• Installation	of	over	600	sheet	piles	in	
various	lengths	with	excavator	with	
attached	Movax	unit	-	the	piles	have	
been	driven	down	to	prevent	any	
further	movement	of	the	earth.	

• Backfill	in	excess	of	40,000	tonnes	of	
crushed	aggregate	levelled	in	150mm	
layers	by	the	34t	machine	onsite	and	
compacted	by	a	road	roller.	

• Installation	of	over	1000m	of	drainage	
to	enhance	the	railway.	
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Network	Rail/Costain	Dover	seawall	stabilisation	works																																																							
	
The	rail	line	between	
Dover	and	
Folkestone	was	
closed	following	
extensive	storm	
damage	to	the	sea	
wall	at	Shakespeare	
beach	over	the	
Christmas	2015	
period.	Suttle	
Projects	responded	
to	the	emergency	
contract,	fulfilling	
rock	armour	delivery	
from	Swanworth	quarry	over	the	Christmas	holiday.	The	work	continued	into	2016	
with	the	aim	being	to	develop	a	long-term	engineering	solution	to	secure	the	future	of	
this	important	rail	link.	Suttle	Projects	were	contracted	to	supply	&	install	the	following	
scope	of	work:	
	
• Installation	of	294Nr	sheet	

piled	retaining	wall	on	the	
beach	with	21t	excavator	
equipped	with	Movax	
vibratory	unit.	

• Supply	and	delivery	of	4000	
tonne	rock	armour	provided	
by	Suttle	Stone	Quarries	from	
Swanworth	Quarry.	(This	
could	not	be	provided	in	time	
by	any	other	supplier).	

• Installation	of	4000t	rock	
armour	with	excavator	
equipped	with	rock	grab.	

	
‘Projects’	portion	of	the	contract	has	amounted	to	£550k	so	far;	a	permanent	solution	
is	still	being	considered	by	Network	Rail	in	consultation	with	representatives	from	
Suttle	Projects	and	Costain.	
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Appendix	4	–	Dover	Seawall	Letter	from	Network	Rail	
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Appendix	5	–	Swanworth	Restoration	Update	2015	
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