
Walking routes
Follow the trails using this map  
and waymarked posts with 
coloured arrows.

All waymarked routes start 
from the Visitor Centre.

Cottage Walk  
0.5km / 0.3 miles, 20 minutes (approx.) 
A woodland walk to Hardy’s Cottage. Starts 
with a steep rise and then ambles through 
the woodland before reaching the garden 
gate of the cottage. Benches along the way.

Accessible Route  
0.4km / 0.25 miles, 15 minutes (approx.) 
A flatter, unsurfaced route for reaching 
Hardy’s Cottage. Follow the track at 
the rear of the Visitor Centre up to the 
cottage. Please watch for cars, horses and 
cyclists who share this route. No benches.

There is a network of other paths to 
follow including the Roman Road; you 
may find steep inclines and loose surfaces 
on these.

Orienteering 
A range of permanent courses is available 
with fixed markers on gates, posts and 
benches. Maps can be downloaded from 
wimborne-orienteers.co.uk

Thorncombe Loop  
1.6km / 1 mile, 45 minutes (approx.) 
Take a longer stroll to explore the 
reserve. Walk through woodland, 
heathland and alongside Rushy Pond 
before reaching Hardy’s Cottage, and 
then return to the Visitor Centre using 
the Cottage Walk. Undulating route  
with occasional benches.       

VISITOR CENTRE / ROMAN ROAD / BLACK HEATH / RUSHY POND / HARDY’S COTTAGE
A selection of routes to explore around the landscape that Thomas Hardy grew up in 
and was inspired by.

STARTING POINT
Hardy’s Birthplace 
Visitor Centre

DISTANCE
up to

0.9miles

There are lots of paths to discover; 
we have selected a few for you to 
explore. So, take a step back in time 
and follow the course of the ancient 
Roman Road or the route a young 
Thomas Hardy would have taken to 
his favourite woodland playground.

You can visit the cottage Thomas Hardy 
was born and grew up in (pre-booking 
required). It offers the chance to learn 
more about his life and works and is a 
must whilst in the area.

Why not end your visit with a nice 
cuppa and slice of cake in the Under 
the Greenwood Tree Café inside the 
Visitor Centre?
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All walks start from the Hardy’s 
Birthplace Visitor Centre, Higher 
Bockhampton (DT2 8QH). 
Parking charges apply.

Set in the heart of Hardy Country, 
the Visitor Centre is a gateway 
for local people and visitors alike 
to discover more about the life 
and works of Thomas Hardy and 
the local landscape. It is located 
on the edge of Thorncombe Wood 
and is a short walk from Hardy’s 
Cottage, where he was born and 
lived until he was 34 years old.
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