STATUS AND EXTENT OF PUBLIC HIGHWAY RIGHTS AT MILL LANE,
CHIDEOCK

RESPONSE TO REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND
THE ECONOMY — DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL DATED 27™ FEBRUARY 2015

History: The history of what is now known as Bridleway 18 is well recorded. Prior to WW2
it was simply a muddy farm path running from Frying Pan (the last house in the northern part
of Mill Lane) down to Mill House and Seatown. It was gated shortly before Mill House.
From Frying Pan to Mill House there were no other buildings, caravan parks, etc., it was
simply open fields. The owner was the Weld Estate. During WWII it was taken over by The
Ministry of Defence and a concrete track created over the footpath in order to collect shingle
from the beach towards the war effort. The Defence Estates state that the path was handed
back to the original owner after the war. Inthe 1953 Sale of ‘Parts of the Chideock Estate’
on behalf of the Weld family many ‘lots’ were sold that abutted the ‘concrete track’ including
Mill House and adjoining land. At this time each ‘lot’ was advertised with all ‘rights and
easements’ which led to ‘lawful authority to drive a mechanical vehicle’ over certain parts of
the ‘concrete track’. It is important to note that these ‘rights to vehicular access’ were given
in 1953. The Sale Details including detailed information about each ‘lot’ and Maps of the
1953 Sale are all held on file.

Over the years many Landowners have been quoted as stating that they ‘own the concrete
path’ but put to test none actually produced any evidence. It is without doubt that some have
a legal right to use parts of the track which was at that time a footpath.

Section of Bridleway under dispute — concrete laid in 1943 still in place in 2015
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Background. (as quoted from DCC Report of 2015)

1.2. The extent of the County Road known as Mill Lane in Chideock and vehicular use of the
adjoining public bridleway (bridleway18, Chideock) has been in dispute since at least August
2000. This is evidenced by a letter dated 22 August from Mr. R. Webb, at that time the Senior
Rights of Way Officer, to Mr. I. St.Pierre, then the Clerk to the Parish Council.

Response:

The extent of the County Road was NOT in dispute at this stage. Senior Rights of Way
Officers, Highway Superintendants and Road Safety Officers were all in agreement that the
County Road ended at Roadstead Farm. The concerns were raised because of the
vehicular/pedestrian conflict on the Bridlepath 18. At this time and up until 2012 there had
never been any suggestion that the County Road extended further South than Roadstead
Farm. Mr. Webb was in total agreement that the bridleway posed safety issues for
pedestrians hence his ROW department supplying and financing signage. The question
raised in 2000 and prior to 2000 was whether the local Caravan Park had a ‘private right’ to
use the bridlepath. At this time in 2000 the owner was not prepared to give sight of his
Deeds. From 1996 until 2012 there was never any mention either verbally or in
correspondence of a ‘dual status’ and indeed no ‘dual status’ was mentioned in the 1996
Order confirmed by the Secretary of State. The signs for BRIDLEWAY ‘authorised vehicles
only’ and other relevant bridleway signs were duly placed in the positions they remain in
today, i.e. at Roadstead Farm at the location of Grid Reference 423 923 in accordance with
the List of Streets and Grid Reference 4234 9232 of The Footpath Creation Order of
Bridleway 18 of 1996.

Please see Appendix

1. Letter of 2000 from R.Webb Senior ROW Officer to I.St.Pierre — Clerk to Chideock
Parish Council.

2. List of Streets

Letter from Mr. B. Turner, Highways Superintendent dated 20™ April 1998.

4. Proposed Diversion of Rights of Way. Chideock Footpath upgrade to Bridleway.April
1996

5. Letter from Blair Turner, Highways confirming road repairs to The Cowshed and
Golden Vista now called Roadstead Farm and Beeswing.

6. Public Path Creation Order 1996

w

Note: References to Point A — E are as in Drawing 15/08 Appendix 1 of DCC Report
dated 28.2.15.
Note: For clarity headings in ‘italic’ refer to DCC Report.
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2.4 through 2.6 (From the report) Finance Act 1910. And 3.10, 3.11 — 3.20

Response: Whilst understanding the principles of the Finance Act 1910 and understanding
that deductions were made for the existence of Rights of Way the evidence submitted in the
DCC Report in 3.10 supports our argument that Mill Lane was excluded from valuation to
approximately Point A, Grid Reference 4233 9235 i.e. close to the field boundary where
Roadstead Farm was later built (see appendix 5 above). Paragraphs 3.11 through to 3.20
appear to relate to Mill Lane (north) and Seahill Lane and as such appear to have little
relevance other than speculation that as Seahill Lane is regarded as being indicative of it
being a public highway that the same should relate to Mill Lane. The evidence shows that
Mill Lane ‘public highway’ begins at Duck Street and ends at Point A. (Roadstead Farm) We
agree that Hereditament 96 could be described as being connected by ‘good roads’ ( in
probability Seahill Lane and Mill Lane) with Hereditament 154 Field Gates allowing access
from Seahill Lane. However, the 1910 map shows Blackberry Lane (Field Ref 376) which
was the only ‘public’ way to Seatown Mill shown in the 1838, 1843 and 1852 maps. Prior to
1910 there was no ‘public’ road to Seatown Farm, and this indicates that no assumptions can
be made about the Southern part of Mill Lane.

2.7, 2.8, and 3.21 through to 3.26 Rights of Way Act 1932 The Chideock Estate

Response: The letter from H.Weld dated 19" July 1934 states “that the ‘ways shown in
green’ on this plan are the only ways dedicated to the public as highways”. The report
assumes they are ‘vehicular highways’ albeit they agree it is not clear from the Statement
accompanying the Plan. It is quite clear in the Plan that they are identified by FP i.e.
Footpath. The footpath heading towards Doghouse Farm to the east is still a footpath to this
day and the footpath from Seatown via Mill House towards Chideock was Footpath 18 which
was extinguished in 1996 when the new Bridleway 18 Public Path Creation Order came into
effect. As DCC correctly state this formed a large part of The Chideock Estate and our
assumption is that whilst only being dedicated as Footpaths, access for farm carts, etc., would
have been allowed with the owner’s permission. In 1932 few mechanically propelled vehicles
would be used in a small farming hamlet. Inthe 1953 Sale of ‘ Part of the Chideock Estate’
Easements are given in the Title Deeds with regard to a Vehicular Right of Way over various
parts of the Concrete Track and we would see this as conclusive evidence that the pathways
indicated in Green Ink’ on the 1932 Map are Footpaths only.

See Appendix 7 1953 Weld Estate Sale Map and Text

Paras: 2.8, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4. Tithe Commutation Act 1836.

Response: We are in agreement that the Mill Lane highway terminates at approximately
Point C at Grid Reference OS GR 4233 — 9231. Note the List of Streets Reference is the same
I.e. 423 923 so the extra digit means the 1 adds another 10 yards to the north. The Bridleway
Order Grid Reference of 4234 9232 gives the information to some 10 yards further to the
north. However, Point E requires a Grid Reference of 423 922
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Paras: 3.5 to 3.9. Map of Chideock

We agree with the Report in as much as again the Map determines the road ending at
approximately Point C. From historic verbal evidence we agree with the suggestion that it
was gated at this point and was then just a muddy path used by farm workers. We agree with
Para 3.9 that the route did not continue beyond Point C.

Paras: 3.27 to 3.38 Ordnance Survey Maps

After careful examination of the maps and comparing them against other documents in the
Report we are of the opinion that they also show that the road terminates at Point C.

In Para 3.30 and 3.31 particular reference is made to the significance of shading and the
indication that shading represented a ‘metalled’ road. It must be pointed out that the part of
the Lane in question i.e. from C to E is NOT metalled and has never been metalled. The
concrete surface that still exists to this day was laid during WWII and extended as far as
Frying Pan. It is still possible to see the concrete underneath the tarmac in numerous places.
The last re-surfacing in approximately 2012/2013 only went as far as Frying Pan. Previous
road maintenance only went to Roadstead Farm. The tarmac laid from Roadstead Farm to
Point C was not laid by the local authority. With regard to OS Maps 1968, 1992, 1945 and
1960 as mentioned in Paras: 3.35, 3.36, 3.37 and 3.38, the Report claims that Mill Lane was
possibly a through route to Seatown. This would be strongly disputed by the Owners of the
concrete track and those who have a private ‘right of access’ which is shown in the Deeds of
the purchases of land and property in the 1953 Sale. We agree that ‘private roads’ are also
depicted in a similar manner to public roads and, noting again that the track had never been
metalled, the assumption in the Report that Mill Lane was a Public Road for its entire length
or to Point E is both unreliable and unreasonable. It is also relevant that no road to Seatown
Farm is shown until the 1888 OS Map, so there was no ‘through road’, far less a ‘public’ road
connecting Chideock and the Seatown hamlet.

Roads on OS 1:2500 plans 1884-1912
Yolande Hodson, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.B.Cart.S., Map Historian

The symbol of the shaded line (a thickened line) drawn on some roads on Ordnance
Survey 1:2500 scale plans has occasionally been used to suggest that such roads
can be interpreted as public. This paper explores the possibilities of the interpretation
of this symbol in relation to plans for England and Wales, and illustrates the complex
issues that underlie the attempted explanation of any lines on the OS map. lItis
demonstrated that it is not possible to use the evidence of the shaded line to make
an unequivocal distinction between private and public roads on the large-scale plans.
The depiction of footpaths and bridleways, which are subjects in their own right, is
not considered here.
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OS Maps 1 inch The one-inch was a standard topographic authority and included a wide
range of information on the physical and human landscape: land-use, industry, quarries,
farms, inns, canals, parks and gardens, relief, woodland, and even smithies were all shown.
The maps were of course considerably generalised compared to the six-inch maps, especially
regarding buildings, towns and place-names. The outline maps especially were also useful for
administrative purposes, and both civil parish and county boundaries were shown, reflecting
the significant changes of the Local Government Act of 1888. The outline maps were also
used as base maps for various other purposes, including geology, boundaries of petty
sessional divisions, and for indexes to larger-scale OS mapping.
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Different styles for three classes of metalled roads, and another for unmetalled tracks
One of the most important changes to the previous New Series sheets was a revised road
classification. Metalled roads (ie. using compacted gravel) were divided into three classes, all
distinguished from unmetalled roads or tracks. Single and multiple-track railways were

distinguished, with the latter evolving to a new chequered symbol, distinguished from the
standard ladder symbol for single-track railways

See OS Map 1” 1898

View: Bridport (Hills), Sheet 327 - Ordnance Survey One-Inch to the mile, Englanda.. Page | of |
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3.39 to 3.41 — Planning Applications

3.39 The Report refers to Planning Application of 1951 in respect of a licence to use the land
identified as OS.388 as a temporary caravan site. OS388 refers to the small Millfield Caravan
Park adjacent to the concrete track close to Mill House at the southern end of the bridleway.
The tenant Mr.Colkett rented this from TheWeld Estate and the Mill House and associated
0OS388 ‘grass’ had permission from the Weld Estate to access this via the concrete track from
Seatown in the south. In the 1953 Sale the Mill House and the OS388 parcel of land was put
up for sale. Access from Point B is therefore not in question or relevant.

See Appendix No. 8 Lot. 27 Mill House & Grassland . Weld Estate Sale 1953

3.40 & 3.41 Planning Applications. One planning application is included in the Report,
namely The Cottage, Mill Lane in the ownership of Mr. Bourne. This property is at the
northern end of Mill Lane. The Map showing a ‘From Chideock’ and ‘To Seatown’ does
NOT indicate with any legal substance that this was regarded as a through route to Seatown.
In 1930 the ‘concrete’ had not been added and it has already been established that the rough
cart path was in the ownership of The Weld Estate.

Paras: 3.42 to 3.46 The List of Streets.

The Report refers to the map accompanying the List of Streets in 1974 which depicts Mill
Lane shaded in Blue to Point E. We would request to see ‘the original’ Map that this has
been copied from. The 1974 Map attached to the Report is utilising a 1932 Map. When this
List of Streets Map was created in 1974 it would seem very strange to use a 1932 Map. We
note your comment in the Report that 6 figure grid references are only accurate to 100 metres
and that commencement and termination points could fall anywhere within a 100 metre
square. | am sure you will agree that Grid References only proceed north and for example the
Grid Reference of 9233 could only extend northwards by 70 metres before you would reach
Grid Reference 9240. It would be impossible for a Grid Reference to go backwards and
southwards to reach Point E at Grid Reference 9220.

Please see Separate Appendix 2 of Grid References for Mill Lane Bridleway.

Paras: 3.47 to 3.50 Public Path Creation Order 1996

3.47. We agree with the wording of the Public Path Creation Order of 1996 confirmed and
Sealed by the Chief Executive on 27" January 1997. On the Application Mr.M.Cox gave his
permission and stated he was the owner of the concrete path — this was untrue.
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3.48 It is noted that the 8 figure Grid Reference of 9232 is only accurate to a 10 metre square.
This equates to 10 metres northwards, i.e. 9233 would be a further10 metres to the north.

3.49 1t is clear that from the evidence given in The List of Streets and the accompanying Map
of the Public Path Creation Order and the Public Path Creation Application (See appendix 4
& 6) that the county road known as Mill Lane terminates at 4234-9232 as stated on the Public
Path Creation Order. It does not terminate 125 yards further south at Point E. We do NOT
agree that an error was made. The Authors of the Report at Para 3.10 themselves give the
Grid Reference as 4237 9235 which is 30 metres further north than the 1996 Public Path
Creation Order.

Paras: 3.51 to 3.57 The NERC Act 2006.

We would maintain and evidence shows there is NO public right of way for motor vehicles
along the Bridleway. Quote from Senior Rights of Way Officer, Mr. Rod Webb’s letter of
22" August 2000 ‘It should be noted that the vehicular use of the bridleway section of Mill
Lane is by persons with lawful authority only. Authorised users include those persons who
have a private right (lawful authority) and persons who have been given permission to use the
route by those persons with lawful authority. Unauthorised vehicular use is an offence under
Section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 and provides that any person without lawful
authority, drives a motor vehicle on any footpath or bridleway commits an offence.

Paras: 4.1 to 4.12 Conclusions

4.1 & 4.2 The Report claims that the Highway Inspected Layer differs from the Highway
Maintained at Public Expense and in this case the Highway Maintained at Public Expense
extends further south by approximately 100 metres. This is not borne out in the legal
documents, i.e. List of Streets on which the HMPE is based. No evidence or documentation
has been shown to prove that the HIL differs from the HMPE. The HMPE has never been
maintained further south than Roadstead Farm.

4.3 The Report states that The Tithe Apportionment Plan 1843 suggests ‘probable’ public
carriageway but depicts the route ending at Point C. This is over one hundred metres north
from Point E. The Map of Chideock 1852 also shows the route ending at Point C. Neither
map shows a continuation of any form of path or road south of this point.

4.4. The Finance Documents suggests and we agree that the extent of the Public Road is to
Point A ) and we see no compelling evidence to suggest it went as far as Point C let alone
Point E.
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4.5 The declaration made by The Weld Estate under the Rights of Way Act 1932 is clearly
with regard to footpaths. The Weld Estate owned all of the tracks at this time and no
Easements or Rights had been given by way of title deeds. Any persons working on the
Estate would have had permission from the Weld Estate to use any paths.

4.6 With regard to shading on OS Maps, and the knowledge that this concrete track has
never been ‘metalled’ and is not ‘metalled’ to this day, it seems suspect to rely on the
evidence of ‘shading’ to verify the status of a carriageway.

4.7 The List of Streets Grid References do not support the HMPE extending as far as Point E.
The Finance Act 1910 does not support the HMPE extending to Point E. OS Map ‘shading’
is incorrect as had the track been ‘metalled’ there would have been no need to lay concrete
over it in 1943.

4.8 The creation of the public bridleway in 1997 was over the exact positioning of both the
Application for a Public Path Creation Order, and the Public Path Creation Order itself. If
the HMPE extended along the proposed bridleway then someone in ROW/Highways
departments would have been aware. The question could then have been asked as to why the
bridleway simply did not end at Point E. It is quite clear that ROW Officers at the time
referred to the List of Streets Grid Reference Numbers and the Order was made subsequent to
those enquiries. Their ‘correct’ assessment led to the Bridleway Order specifying “ A
bridleway following the concrete driveway from the county road east at Grid Reference
42059184 (Point BS), east for 118 metres to grid reference 42179185 (Point AN), then north-
east for 235 metres to grid reference 42349200 (Point BT), then north for 320 metres to the
start of the county road (mill lane) at grid reference 42349232, This clear and unequivocal
evidence is in total agreement with the List of Streets Grid Reference of 423 923. Warning
and Safety Signs were erected by ROW in accordance the Public Path Creation Order 1996.
The report states ‘it is not known what records were consulted” which is insulting to those
experienced ROW Officers who have now retired.

4.9 The Nerc Act 2006 will have, subject to any exemptions, led to the extinguishment of
any unrecorded mechanically propelled vehicular rights. The DCC’s presumption in stating
that points B-C-D-E are a Highway Maintained at Public Expense and a Bridleway has led to
inaccurate information being recorded on The Definitive Map. The accurate information is
that this is a Bridleway ONLY. The Report confusingly states ‘that this leaves a public
vehicular route without rights for mechanically propelled vehicles, a restricted byway.” We
agree that this section of the bridleway southwards from Roadstead Farm has no recorded
vehicular rights.

4.10 Subsection 67(5) of NERC provides for a private mechanically propelled vehicular right
extending to landowners, occupiers, tenants and visitors. We agree with this statement and
anyone using this stretch of the concrete track must be prepared to show proof of their
‘private right’ to do so.
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4.11. Chideock Parish Councils considered opinion is based on lawful documentation, i.e.
List of Streets, Public Path Creation Order, Past Correspondence, siting of warning signs in
2000, is that the HMPE extends as Far as Roadstead Farm at Grid Reference 42349232 and
the HIL is actually shorter than the HMPE, confirming the 9232 end point for the county
road.

4.12. The Report has twice referred to ‘dual recorded’ but in the first instance in Para 4.9. the
impression is given that ‘dual recorded’ means recorded once on the List of Streets and once
on the Definitive Map. In this Paragraph it appears to mean something different, i.e. dual
recorded means that it is recorded both as an HMPE and also as a bridleway. For clarity this
should be ‘Dual Status’. Chideock Parish Council requests an extinguishment of this ‘dual
status’ based on inaccurate information having been entered to the Defintive Map. All
private rights are preserved.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  InJuly 1992 residents of Mill Lane and Chideock
lobbied successfully for a 30 mile per hour limit to be installed along Mill Lane. Concerns
were raised at the volume and speed of traffic. There is no pavement along the length of Mill
Lane with many cottages being built directly on to the lane. The lane was then, and still is
today, very dangerous for pedestrians. The necessary Traffic Regulation Order was made
and Mill Lane became 30 mph. Signs were erected. 30mph signs were erected along the
length of Mill Lane from its start at Duck Street until its end at Roadstead Farm — Grid Ref:
42349232. It is emphasised that the 30 mph signs do not extend to Point E.

DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL ‘The London Gazette — 3 July 1992

The County of Dorset (Mill Lane, Chideock) (30 m.p.h. Speed

Limit) (Restricted Roads) (No. ) Order 199

Notice is hereby given that the Dorset County Council propose to

make an Order under sections 82(2) and 83(2) of the Road Traffic

Regulation Act 1984.The effect of the Order will be to impose a 30 m.p.h. speed limit on
Mill Lane, Chideock from its junction with Duck Street, southwards

for a distance of 460 metres.Full details of this proposal are contained in the draft Order,
which together with a plan showing the length of road affected and a

statement of the Council's reasons for proposing to make the Order,

may be inspected from Monday to Friday during normal office hours

at the Transportation and Engineering Department, Dorset County

Council, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester and West Dorset

District Council, Council Offices, Mountfield, Bridport.

Should you wish to make any observations on this proposal

(whether you support or object to the proposal) and you should

make them in writing to the undersigned by 24th July 1992. Any

observations must specify the grounds thereof.

P. K. Harvey, Chief Executive, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester. 3 July 1992

Charmouth & Chideock Conservation Area Appraisal. See Appendix 9.
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End of 30 mph signs at Roadstead Farm Grid Reference approx 423923.

Wooden Public Bridleway & Footpath sign at Point C.

Authorised Vehicles only Bridleway Sign at Roadstead Farm between A and B at Grid
Reference 423923.
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APPENDIX 1.

Letter of 2000 from R.Webb Senior ROW Officer to Il - Clerk to Chideock Parish
Council.

List of Streets

Letter from Mr. B. Turner, Highways Superintendent dated 20™ April 1998.

Proposed Diversion of Rights of Way. Chideock Footpath upgrade to Bridleway.April 1996
Letter from Blair Turner, Highways confirming road repairs to The Cowshed and Golden
Vista now called Roadstead Farm and Beeswing.

Public Path Creation Order 1996

1953 Weld Estate Sale Map and Text
Lot. 27. The Mill House and Grassland. 1953 Weld Estate Sale

Charmouth & Chideock Conservation Area Appraisal.



APPENDIX .1. letter from R.Webb to ||} in August 2000

o B > DORSET 283/

& County Council

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Guy Spencer * Director

Andrew Price * Head of Planning
County Hall » Colliton Park « Dorchester « DT1 1 XJ » Tel: ((1303) 251000 » Direct Line: (01305 or 01202) 224291

Fux: (01305 or 01202) 224835 » E mail rod. webb@dorset-cc.gov.uk » Minicom: (01305) 267933 » DX8716 Dorchester

Your ref:

Mr.

Sl g My ref: RW RW/Chideock

Ask for: Mr Webb

Date: 22" August 2000

pear M- SN

Mill Lane, Bridleway 18 Chideock

Following serious concerns and complaints from residents and other members of the public on
the vehicular use of the bridleway section of Mill Lane D to F indicated on the enclosed plan. A
meeting was held on the 8" August at Golden Cap Holiday Park attended by Mr. Martin Cox -
Golden Cap Holiday Park, Mr. Howard Wicks - Parish Council Chairman, Mrs. Crisp -resident
Mill Lane, Mr. Phil Drake - Area Rights of Way Officer County Council and Mr. Rod Webb -
Senior Rights of Way Officer County Council.

The vehicular use of the bridleway section of Mill Lane was discussed and it was agreed to
attempt to reduce the unauthorised vehicular use and increase public safety by the following.

1. At point A on the enclosed map a “No Through Road” sign together with a “No Tuming
Point™ plate be erected. The County Council Traffic Management Section to discuss with the
Rights of Way Section and carry out implementation.

2. Between points B and C where the unclassified county road is narrow consideration be given
by the Area Highways Manager to install a passing place for vehicles.

* 3. Atpoint D a *No Entry” sign or similar with a plate “Access for authorised vehicles only™. *
Rights of Way Section to implement.

4. Between D and E consideration be given by Mr. Cox and the National Trust to provide
vehicular passing places/pedestrian refuge. Mr. Cox and the National Trust to liaise.

5. Atpoint F a “No Entry” sign or similar with a plate “Access for authorised vehicles only” be
erected. Rights of Way Section to implement.

It should be noted that the vehicular use of the bridleway section of Mill Lane is by persons with
lawful authority only. Authorised users include those persons who have a private right (lawful
authority) and persons who have been given permission to use the route by those persons with

lawful authority.
Unauthorised vehicular use is an offence under Section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 A( )
-

-
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE



provides that any person who, without lawful authority, drives a motor vehicle on any footpath
or bridleway commits an offence

Authorised vehicular users are still subject to other provisions of the Road Traffic Act where
Section 2 makes it an offence to drive a motor vehicle recklessly and Section 3 carelessly and
inconsiderately.

It is requested that the recipients of this letter take forward the recommendations and carry out
implementation where applicable keeping the Rights of Way Section and Parish Council
informed of any impending works.

If you require further information or wish to discuss the contents of this letter please contact Phil
Drake or myself at this office,

Yours sincerely

F)

G
=

Yol dA

ROD WEBB
Senior Rights of Way Officer (Operations)

Addressees: -
Mr. Bob Blackstock Mr. Patrick Woodford vir. [T
Area Highways Manager The Estate Office Clerk to the Council
Pullman Court The National Trust
Station Approach Hillbutts
Dorchester Pamphill
Wimborne
Mr. Alan Jowsey Mr. Martin Cox
Traffic Management Golden Cap Holiday Park
Environmental Services Seatown
Dorset County Council Chideock
County Hall Bridport

Dorchester
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SCHEDULE OF ROADS
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County Council :

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Guy Spencer - Director
Robert Blackstock - Western Area Highways Manager
Pullman Court. Station Approach. Weymouth Avenue. Dorchester, Dorset. DT1 1GA
Telephone (01305) 225404 Fax (01305) 225314

Mr_ Your Ref:

Clerk to Chideock Parish Council

My Ref BT/CH/CA47
Ask for- Mr B Tumer

Date 20th April 1998

Dear Mrs-

Thank you for your letter dated 13th April 1998 concerning various highway matters in Chideock

When I am next in Pettycrate Lane | shall investigate which hedges are overhanging the public
highway and send the owners of the respective hedges hedge cutting notices

The status of the road between the entry to Roadstead Farm to the Albalon Caravan site is either
private or it is owned by the Ministry of Defence, it is not public highway.

After inspecting Pettycrate Lane I shall also visit Mill Lane with a view to clearing/unblocking any
drainage. Any branches left on the verge or in the ditches must be cleared away by the owner of
hedges/trees concerned

Thank you for bringing these matters to my attention

Yours sincerely

Appendix 3.Letter from Mr. B. Turner — Highways Superintendant April 1999



Appendix 4. Application for Proposed Diversion of Rights of Way

[TeM >

——

CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISION

Managps: FL. Paul
Contact: Mr M J Hedges O

(01305) 252219 Stratron House,
58/60 High West Street
DORCHESTER

DORSE']

District

.

Deamser. DT1 IUZ
Our Ref: MJH/DD/Bartlett ek (01305) 251010

Fax: (D1309%) 251481
Your Ref: DX: Dorchester 8724

1st April 1996

eock Parish Council

pear mre [

PROPOSED DIVERSION OF RIGHTS OF WAY

Further to my letter of 1lst May 1995, it has become necessary toO
include an addition to the Natiocnal Trust proposals for Golden
Cap.

The proposal is that Chideock Footpath 18 (A to B on the attached
map) , be upgraded to a bridleway and that the section of the path
marked B --C be diverted onto the line B - - - D. This is=s
necessary in orxrder to complete the planned bridleway route from
Charmouth to Lower Eype.

Mr Martin Cox, the owner of the concrete track from A - D, has
agreed to the proposal.

1f you have any questions on this proposal please contact Mr
Hedges on the above number.

Yours sincerely

.

Corporate Services Division

Enc

A Division of the Chief Executive's Depariment

Cluef Executive Director of Central Services Direcor of Planning & Savironmeotal Sernce

- - - LT N o (T Wiy T L B . B s . WD TRE
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Appendix 5. Letter from Blair Turner of Highways. Note: The Cowshed is now called Roadstead Farm
kil

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Guy Spencer - Director
Robert Blackstock - Western Area Highways Manager
Pullman Court, Station Approach, Weymouth Avenue, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1GA
Telephone (01305) 225404 Fax (01305) 225314

s Your Ref'

Chairman to the Parish Council

My Ref: BT/HIL/C47

Ask for: Blair Turner

Date: 10 July 1997

pear M
Road Safety in Mill Lane

‘*—Thank you for your letter dated 5 July concerning various highway matters in Mill Lane, Chideo«
you request I shall inspect the condition of Mill Lane to the limit that is mentioned by ourselves i.e
cow shed, past Golden Vista and carryout any necessary repairs. I‘i
Concerning the volume of traffic and the installation of speed ramps, 1 will forward a copy of your
to Mr Alan Jowsey of the Traffic Management Section at County Hall who may be able to help yc
this request.

Regarding the alleged speeding by vehicle users I am afraid that this is a Police matter and you will 1
contact them with reference to this.

. Thank you for bringing these matters to our attention.

Yours sincerely

Highway Superintendent



chidcrea
PUBLIC PATH CREATION ORDER

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980

WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL
WEST DORSET DISTRICT (CHIDEOCK)
PUBLIC PATH CREATION ORDER 1996

his Order is made by West Dorset District council ("the authority") under
ection 26 of the Highways Act 1980 (“"the 1980 Act™) because it appears to the
uthority that, having regard to the matters set out in section 26(1), there

s a need for public footpaths and bridleways over the land to which this
rder relates, and that it is expedient that the path and ways should be

reated.

‘he Dorset County Council and the Countryside commission have been consulted
is required by Section 26(3) of the 1980 Act.

)Y THIS ORDER:

le There shall be at the end of 28 days from the date of confirmation of
this Oorder a public footpath and bridleways over the land at Chideock
jescribed in Part 1 of the Schedule to this Order and shown by a bold broken

line on the map attached to this oOrder.

[ This Order may be cited as the West Dorset pistrict (Chideock)
public Path Creation Order, 1996.

rhe COMMON SEAL of the WEST
DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL was
hereunto affixed this 17th
day of June 1996 in the
presence of

’/DI/\ /fvféfL CHAIRMAN




N-AO-BT-BU

A bridleway following the concrete
driveway from the county road at grid
reference 42059184 (Point BS), east
for 118 metres to grid reference
42179185 (Point AN), then northeast
for 235 metres to grid reference
42349200 (Point BT), then north for
320 metres to the start of the countj*
road (Mill Lane) at grid reference
423495232 (Point BU).

3.0 metres



The Council of the District
of West Dorset in exercise of
the powers conferred upon
them hereby confirm the
foregoing Order.

The COMMON SEAL

of the said

West Dorset District Council
was hereunto affixed this
27th Day of January 1997

in the presence of:

28 L

Chairman

A B el (M;.\

Chief Executive

~

DATED 17th June 1996

HIGHWAYS ACT, 1980

WEST DORSET DISTRICT
(CHIDEOCK)
PUBLIC PATH CREATION ORDER, 1996
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Appendix 7 1953 Weld Sale Map and Text
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Appendix 8. Lot 27 Mill House. 1953 Weld Estate Sale

w e e

LOT 26a
(Coloured Brown on Plan Neo. |}
With Possession on Complction,
A Block of Well Watersd and Productive

GRASS LAND

Situsted st Seatown, near the Sea, and slop-
ing dosa o (ke tiver, the whole estending 1o

about
59a. 1Ir. 15p.
SCHEDULE
Ord. No, Descriprion Avcar
adeock Parish

Pr 420 Grass 1.a%
a2l Do, 24 o
405 Do. 7159
404 Do. FoiRk
D 4230
PiLdrsa Back 254
. 419 Ciaf 15000
Total A. 59 382

This kot i a1 present let o Mr. E. R. Marsh,
who has 10 give possession on h
October, 1953 (see Special Condition of
Sake No. 17),
Apportioned Quigoings !
Tithe Redemption Anpuity £8 Ss. 11d,
Land Tsx £2 ds.

With Early Possession
LOT 27
(Coloured Yeliow on Plap No. 1}

THE MILL HOUSE &
GRASSLAND

adjoming, overloaking the Ses, the whoie
extending 1o abaout

3a. 1r. 3 3p.

The Mill Howse is buill of stone. cement
faced, and slated, snd contaims: Two Sitting
Rooms with firoplaces; Kitchen with sink .
Paniey. Above are Two nice Double Bed-
rooms and Two Single Badroams,
Quitside s an old Back Kichen and the old
Mill with two floors which could be sdded 10
the House i further accommodation was
desired.
A stome and iron Open Implement Shed
woubd meke & good Garage,

Water is faid on from the Estate supply,

The sub-Tenant uses Ord. No. 388 as § site
for carovans.

.-

- TNV »

-

—— 5t M e

- e e .- .- v w -
SCHEDULFE,
Ovd. No. I riprion Area
Chideock Parish
IRE | Grass 127
Pl 3% | Roadway 13
o 39' Heowse, Buiidisgs and G ""2’3
y 4 £ Jrass 3
P 354 Road, e ;«'l
w7 Miil Peusd -2
P )59 2

Tots] A 3-an

fhe MUl House and the ficki Ord No. 388

ate oocupied by Mz C. AL Colkett, who i

quittivg_oe the Ist February, 1954, when

Vacant Possessson will be piven. Anv rept

payablo up to that date in re of this
Lot will be retained by the Vendo.

Apportioned Outgoings -
Tithe Recempaon Amaity 145, 24,
Fand Tax 3s

With Possession on Completion,

LOT 28
(Coloured Blue on Plsa No. 1)

An Attract:ve

DOUBLE-FRONTED
STONE HOUSE

niely sitvated At Seatown with views of
ihe Aifls and s¢s and extending with Garden
and Paddock 1o ahout

Ir. 18p.

It 15 buil of stone. cement faced and has a

stated roof. 1t contains: Two Sitting Rooims;

Kitchen: Back Kitchon: Large Larder and
Four Bedrooms.

Water is Iaid on from the Estate Supply asd
Electric Light is installed
This Lot comprises Pt. Ord. Nes, 379 ard
409 in Chideock Parish. The House is ocou-
pied by Miss Bromfiekt to whom it s sub-tec
M‘w!l:'m‘is Marsh, the Terant of Scatmn
Brm. ed POSSCRSION On
{1th Ocober, 195

Apportioned Owtpolngs
Tithe Redempuion Anruiy 4 7d.
Land Tax 25
The Purchaser shail erect and  main-

win stockproof fences on  the wnferced
Houndarics

As 10 the claim under the Town and Coun-
try Planning AcL sce Spectal Condiion
of Suke No, 21.
foertify thai vz - -

copy of e ot |/

e m——




Appendix 9.

Charmouth & Chideock Conservalion Area Appraisal 12

Assessment of special interest

This includes two common core elements: location and setting; and historic development and archaeology; and a series of
individual settlement descriptions of spatial and character analysis, providing detail on topics such as spaces within the
developed areas, important edges, key views and vistas and a whole range of character components, such as land uses,
building plan forms and types, the architectural and historic qualities of the buildings and structures, local details and building
materials, the contribution made by greenery and the extent of loss, intrusion or damage.

A. Location and setting

The two settlements are situated in the western part of the District, Charmouth about 10kms and Chideock 4kms west of C A )
Bridport. The A 35(T) runs through Chideock and formerly ran through Charmouth, although the latter is now bypassed to the P..v-awv(ﬁ o

north. Charmouth extends south to the coast and the River Char flows into the sea on the eastern edge of the village. Tothe “>", - IM\..
wes! are the two large masses of Fern Hill, rising to 172m and, forming a large area of unstable chff, Black Ven and The 2 t\a? s -
Spittles, which extend to Lyme Regis. To the east is the impressive mass of Stonebarrow Hill, rising to over 120m. The
coastal area is within the West Dorset Heritage Coast and the East Devon and Dorset Jurassic Coast World Herltage Site. -
The wider area is within the Dorset AONB.

Charmouth occupies the valley between the two large sea cliffs (seen clearly from along the coast al Lyme Regis). To the

north of the village is an area ol rounded hills dissected by tributaries of the Char. The historic core runs along the former

main road, from a bridge across the Char west to Old Lyme Hill and Axminster Road, in a marked climb of 35m (about 130
feet).

Chideock lies about one kilometre inland from the coast at Seatown, firmly astride the A 35(T), with minor roads to the sea in

l‘oiwguamgxigaiscao”g.o%ﬂ&zogmg.S:gsgv.Zo 18 which le

amoaos:.5:.._3333:835;:?&89.%5zs:egago:&os.;gltwﬁscao.somiw@v wc..gs.a.e). A
Winniford, runs from Ryall south to Seatown, in a narrow valley between two high sea cliffs, Doghouse Hil to the east and a..oa!z.ﬂ_s%iﬁz%@ec
the immensity of Golden Cap (rising to 191m) to the west. Chideock cccupies the relatively level ground either side of the _8§§A§~82J

river but runs west about 100m in terms of levels up Chideock Hill.

B. Historic development and archaeology

The settiements have an interesting archaeology, with about 20 recorded sites or finds on the Dorset Sites and Monuments
Record. Of these, one is a Scheduled Monument. These numbers may seem to indicate a relative paucity of material but
there are, nonetheless, some particular features of interaest and value. There was a Neolithic settlement at the foot of
Doghouse Hill, at Chideock. The A 35(T) represents the line of the Roman road from Dorchester 1o Axminster and both The
Street at Charmouth and Main Street in Chideock may be seen to be part of this route. The medieval period is well
represented, with a deer park to the north of Chideock and strip lynchets on Quarry Hill 1o the east and the earthworks and
moat of Chideock Castle to the north of the village. The Castle's galehouse was illustrated by Buck and was destroyed in
1741, The Parish Church is largely C14 and C15. Old Lyme Road is a medieval greenway, now partly lost to landslips.
Charmouth has a remarkably intact medieval plan form, running either side of the main road, with burgage plots well
preserved on the north side. The layoul seems convincingly to be associated with a planned settlement created by the



a.
b.

Appendix 2

Grid Reference Map

Drawing 15/08 with Grid References.
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Map showing position of Grid References A, B, C, E in conjunction
with Page 15 — Drawing 15/08 from DCC Report.




Drawing 15/08 with added Grid References

| 42339235

c S M 42339232 |

COUNTY ROAD(S)

DEFINITIVE BRIDLEWAYS

DEFINITIVEFOOTPATHS
I W

|| GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS
MILL LANE - CHIDEOCK Ref: 15/08
Date: 18/0212015 ,ﬁ
Scale 1:4000 Dorset County Council
Drawn By: ACWH | o« o L e e P
Conti: SRME | |iwscco scipsmmmnn s somn oo
THIS MAP IS NOT DEFINITIVE AND HAS NO LEGAL STA Cent Y: 92352 | b oy et ey yaz




APPENDIX 3

Old Photographs & 1843 Map of Mill Lane Bridleway



1843 Map of Seatown, Dorset

The 1843 Map shows clearly that there was no ‘through road’ to Seatown via Mill Lane.
Seahill Lane only extends to Blackberry Lane. Access to Mill House is via Seahill Lane and
Blackberry Lane not via Mill Lane.




Taken in the 1930°s Marsh’s Farm, now called Seatown Farmhouse, Seatown Farm on the
right, now called Seatown Cottage. The footpath to the Mill can be seen leading off to the
bottom and right of the picture. This is the track which in 1944 was covered in concrete by
the War Ministry.

1933 occupant of Mill House walking on the path to Seatown — Mill House in the background




The Mill House in 1930’s. The footpath from Seatown is a grass track and the old road from
Seahill Lane (Blackberry Lane) can be seen coming from the field to the left of the Mill
House. A gate across the road is just visible at the corner of the thatched barn, and another
visible at the corner on the left hand side of the photo.

MLt joyse, SepTowm uipER b3 s

The old footpath to Seatown via Mill Lane. The track had to be gated to enclose the
sheep and cattle but there was a stile for walkers. Blackberry Lane extends from
Seahill Lane and then turns into a track to bring you to the Mill House through the
gate on the right.




From a 1940 Film (screen shots) showing a walker walking along the old grass footpath from
Mill House to the Beach. This follows the line of where the concrete was laid in 1943. The
bottom photograph shows the walker closing the gate at the southern end of the track.




