




County Road, the Parish Council takes the formal, legally declared extent of the 
HMPE to be as far as grid reference 4234.9232 at Roadstead Farm.  

h. Prior to the List of Streets, the grid reference 4233.9235 is apparently given for the 
extent of Mill Lane exempt from valuation as a Public Road under the 1910 Finance 
Act. The Parish Council further notes that this is 30 metres shorter (i.e. further north) 
than the extent given in the 1996 PPCO for Bridleway 18. 

i. Our understanding is that the Highway Inspected Layer (HIL) for Mill Lane County 
Road has in the past been much shorter than the HMPE, terminating at Brook 
Cottage, then Frying Pan, then Beeswing (when it was built in the 1950’s) and finally 
Roadstead Farm, when the status of Cattle Shed was changed to a Thatching 
Business. The Parish Council has no knowledge of the HIL ever extending beyond the 
end of the HMPE at grid reference 4234.9232, and there is no evidence of any 
maintenance by DCC Highways south of the HIL / HMPE end at grid reference 
4234.9232 at any time, present or past. 

 

Our purpose and intent has always been to make a safe environment for everyone to walk 

along Bridleway 18 in comfort.  The constant vehicular/pedestrian conflict between walkers 

often with young children, perambulators and dogs and vehicles from the neighbouring 

caravan parks using this as an ‘access road’ is not conducive to safety or wellbeing.  We do 

not believe that any ‘private rights’ are held over the Bridleway between point E to 

Roadstead Farm where the County Road begins.  We are disappointed that the ROW deem 

‘not to hold’ such ‘rights of way’ as stated in their recent email communication to resident 

Mr.  

  Dear Mr  

Further to the clarification provided by my colleague Kerry Smyth, I can confirm that the upgrading 
of part of Mill Lane, Chideock to restricted byway would not permit public use with motor vehicles 
over the affected section. However, any private rights already in existence would be unaffected by 
the order. We do not keep a record of private rights so cannot comment on them. 
Kind Regards, 
  
Anne Brown 
Definitive Map Technical Officer 
Planning and Community Services 
Dorset Council 
 
We feel that as  Highway authorities have a general duty “to assert and protect the rights of 
the public to the use and enjoyment” of paths in their area it should also be part of their duty 
to keep a record of any private rights or at least give ‘clarity’ as to whether any private rights 
exist.  In this particular instance it is the owner of a large holiday park giving permission for 
all park customer vehicles to use this bridleway which is causing the vehicular/pedestrian 
conflict.  We feel that it is the duty of the ROW to clarify whether a private right exists as 
opposed to randomly deciding that it is now part of the County Road so these vehicles are 
allowed. 
 




