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DORSET LOCAL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY HABITAT ASSEMBLAGES 

 

Habitat 
assemblage: 

Species of open valley mires and acid flushes 

Broad Habitat 
type: 

Heathland 

S41 and 
Priority 
Habitat type: 

Lowland Fens 

Composite 
species 
assemblages: 
 
 

Invertebrates of open Sphagnum-rich valley mires 
Plants of open Sphagnum-rich valley mires and acid flushes 
Bryophytes of open valley mires and acid flushes 
Fungi of open valley mires and acid flushes 
 

  

Habitat 
assemblage 
description: 

The groundwater-fed valley mires and associated acid flushes of the Poole Basin 
are of international importance for their flora and fauna with many scarce and 
threatened species, some of which are now confined in southern England the 
Dorset and the New Forest. There are approximately 640-hectares of valley mire 
habitat in Dorset of which only 220-ha (34%) is open and species-rich with well-
developed Sphagnum carpets and associated bog pools, this falls within the NVC 
community M21a, with smaller stands of M1, M3, M6, M14 and M29. The 
remaining 66% is largely dominated by dense, tussocky Purple Moor-grass with 
stands of Bog Myrtle (NVC: M25a), much of this is a result of past damage 
through attempted drainage and / or lack of grazing. 

The open mire with short vegetation and bog-moss carpets is favoured by many 
plants and invertebrates some of which are confined to this habitat and require 
and constantly high water table coupled with the acid and very nutrient-poor 
ground water that feeds the mires. Structure is important for many invertebrates 
and is provided at various scales by more tussocky plants such as black bog-
rush, also small bog-pools are important for a number of specialists such as the 
insectivorous bladderworts.  
 

  

Other related 
assemblages: 

Species of wet heath and grass-heath 

  

Pressures 
and Threats 

 

PA05 
Abandonment of management/use of grasslands and other agricultural 
and agro-forestry systems (e.g. cessation of grazing, mowing or 
traditional farming) 

 Cessation of traditional heathland management and small-scale peat digging by 
the end of 19th Century has resulted in encroachment of scrub and trees, plus 
development of longer purple moor-grass dominated vegetation. This has 
resulted in the loss of open moss carpets and small bog pools which are favoured 
by the Sphagnum species and other bryophytes. Although the re-introduction of 
grazing to many of the larger heaths has somewhat halted this process.  
 

PA08 Extensive grazing or under-grazing by livestock 
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 Succession is naturally much slower in mires due to the permanently high water 
table, but some level of grazing is required to maintain open Sphagnum-rich 
vegetation which supports many of the rare and threatened invertebrates and 
plants within the mires. Lack of grazing can lead to an increase in Purple Moor-
grass which become tussocky and eventually exclude smaller less competitive 
species. 
 

PA13 Application of natural or synthetic fertilisers on agricultural land 

 The habitat which supports these and other mire specialists is dependent on 
clean, very nutrient-poor ground water. Pollution from agriculture on land 
adjacent to water courses that feed these sites can cause enrichment of the 
water that can cause changes in species composition favouring more competitive 
plants such purple moor-grass.  
 

PI02 Other invasive alien species 

 Mires have been less affected by invasive species that drier areas of the heaths, 
but locally rhododendron is an issue. Carnivorous plants including pitcher-plants 
species have been deliberately planted into several mires but so far have only 
become established on part of Hyde Bog. In Purbeck sika deer locally graze the 
heaths and mire intensively which can be positive, but in certain circumstance 
the way the herds move through the landscape causes erosion and break up the 
bog-moss carpets. 

PI03 Problematic native species 

 Purple Moor-grass if ungrazed can form dense tussocks which can 
encroachment on the areas of open sphagnum-dominated mire which these 
species are confined. This process can be accelerated by disturbance, drainage 
and enrichment.  
 

PJ03 Changes in precipitation regimes due to climate change 

 Prolonged drought can lower the water table and lead to changes in vegetation 
composition and potentially a decline in sphagnum carpets. 
 

PK04 Atmospheric N-deposition 

 Low level deposition of nitrogen and ammonia has a fertilizing effect on 
vegetation favouring Nitrogen demanding grasses and herbs over species mire 
species that require very nutrient-poor soils and groundwater. 
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