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Biological Records Plan - Sites and Species (BI-F01) 
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Baseline Habitats Plan (BI-F02) 
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Baseline Distinctiveness and Condition Plan (BI-F03) 
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Baseline Habitats Photos (BI-F04) 
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Land Tenure and Public Access 

Relevant Land Tenure Information (EI-B01) 

All land within the site boundary is Freehold owned by the Green family. 

Potential Impact to Scheme (EI-B02) 

All management prescriptions detailed within this management plan will be the responsibility of the 

current land owner of the site. Therefore, there will be no constraints to completing the management 

prescriptions in relation to land tenure 

Public Access Information (EI-B03) 

Two routes of public access run through the ownership boundary of the farm and will be adjacent to 

enhanced and created habitats. 

Potential Impact to Scheme (EI-B04) 

The existing rights of way will be retained and enhanced by the creation of high quality habitats that 

will restore the farms place visually within the landscape in both habitat and heritage terms. 

It is unlikely that the existing public rights of way (public footpath) will have any significant impact on 

the project. Small areas of bare ground created from human disturbance can help to increase 

biodiversity in the area, as long as any disturbance and larger areas of soil erosion are properly 

managed. 

The public foot path currently has light usage, which will be monitored to ensure no negative 

impacts on habitat targets throughout the project's lifecycle. The presence of public rights of way 

provides access to nature opportunities for local residents and the wider public while promoting 

conservation efforts. 

Land Tenure and Public Access Plan (EI-F01) 
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Geology and Topography 

Geological Information (EI-B07) 

The majority of the site lies over chalk bedrock typical of the downland of this southern upland area 

Potential Impact to Scheme (EI-B08) 

Bedrock types across the site are typical of those throughout the region and are unlikely to have any 

negative impacts on the proposals. This bedrock type leads to freely draining soils that do not retain 

high nutrient loads which overall will benefit the scheme. 

 

Topography (EI-B09) 

Recent open-source digital terrain model (DTM) lidar data is available to a resolution of 1m for the 

site. The site generally slopes upwards south-west towards Gussage Hill, but the slope is very 

gentle. 

Potential Impact to Scheme (EI-B10) 

The proposed habitats and the topography of the site are both representative of the general area. 

Therefore, there will be no potential impact to the scheme due to topography. 

Geology and Topography Plan (EI-F02) 
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Agricultural Land Status 

Agricultural Land Status (EI-B11) 

The entirety of the site is in Agricultural Land Grade 3 and is therefore Good to Moderate Quality 

agricultural land. 

Grade 3 land is defined as: 

“This land has moderate limitations that affect the choice of crops to be grown, timing and type of 

cultivation, harvesting or yield. The yield of more demanding crops grown on this land is generally 

lower or more variable than on Grade 1 and 2” 

 

Potential Impact on Project (EI-B12) 

Whilst the proposals will result in the loss of some good to moderate quality arable land, the site will 

be retained in agricultural management with livestock. Overall, the environmental and biodiversity 

benefits achieved with the change in agricultural use will be extremely beneficial to the local farming 

landscape. 

Agricultural Land Status Plan (EI-F03) 
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Soils and Substrates (EI-T02) 

 

Summary of Soils Information (EI-B13) 

The site soils are entirely shallow lime rich soils over chalk and freely draining lime-rich loamy soils. 

These have a pH of between 7.1 and 8.0.  

Soil nutrient levels are low for both P and K, which is typical for soils of this free draining type which 

readily shed nutrients once inputs are ceased.  

Soil types across the site are favourable to grassland habitats, particularly calcareous influenced 

grassland habitat types. 

Potential Impact on Project (EI-B14) 

The pH of soils across the site will be suitable for the proposals to enhance existing lowland 

meadow and lowland calcareous grassland. The remaining habitats are proposed to be primarily 

other neutral grassland, due to the time required to revert arable habitat to a high distinctiveness 

grassland. It is likely that over a longer period of up to 50 years that these habitats would reach the 

condition required to qualify as higher distinctiveness calcareous grassland habitats. 

Soils and Substrate Plan (EI-F04) 
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Flood Risk Zones  

Summary of Flood Risk Information (EI-B19) 

The site does not sit within any known Flood Risk Zone. 

Potential Impact on Project (EI-B20) 

As the site does not site within a Flood Risk Zone there will be no impact on the project. 

Flood Risk Zone Plan (EI-F07) 
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Landscape Character and Designations  

Summary of Landscape Character and Designations (EI-B21) 

The site lies within the Dorset Downs and Cranborne Chase National Character Area. The 

statements of Environmental Opportunity provided by Natural England include: 

• “SEO 1: Plan for and manage changes in the agricultural landscape by encouraging and 

supporting business choices that balance food production with protecting soils and water, 

enhancing ecosystems (particularly those associated with semi-natural grasslands) 

and restoring ecosystem services. 

• SEO 2: Manage and enhance the historic character of the NCA, including the rich 

assemblage of settlement and field patterns, heritage features (including prehistoric assets), 

and the patterns of woodland, vegetation and geodiversity that give the NCA its sense of 

place. 

• SEO 3: Manage and enhance the recreational and educational potential of the NCA in a way 

that clearly shows the links between people and the landscape, and between geodiversity, 

ecosystems and the services they provide. Aim to heighten people’s enjoyment, 

appreciation and understanding of the NCA, as well as their ability to take positive, informed 

action to enjoy and conserve their surroundings. 

Some key characteristics relevant to this assessment include: 

• “Relict, species-rich calcareous grassland, meadows, water meadows, ancient woodland and 

parkland. Chalk streams and rivers play host to a thriving, distinctive community of plants, 

invertebrates and fish.”  

• “Very large fields, resulting from the enclosure of downland for sheep and corn that took 

place between the 16th and 19th centuries. Changes during the 20th century have resulted in 

an intensively arable agricultural landscape.” 

“Highly legible and coherent history of early human occupation, including a particularly well-

preserved network of imposing hill forts, clusters of barrows, field systems, earthworks, ancient 

lanes and other prehistoric features, often delineating ritual landscapes.” 

Potential Impact on Project (EI-B21) 

The proposals for the project will not negatively impact any characteristics from the site relevant to 

National or Local Character Areas. Enhancement and creation of species rich grasslands across the 

site will provide benefits to biodiversity whilst maintaining the character of the area. 

Landscape Character and Designations Plan (EI-F08) 
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Historic Environment and Earth Heritage  

Summary of Historic Environment and Earth Heritage (EI-B22) 

The site overlaps with scheduled monuments in F7, F8 and F9.  

The Scheduled Monuments on the site include earthworks on Gussage Down (1002740) and two 

barrows near Ackling Dyke (1002786), and a prehistoric enclosure. The site also abuts Part of Ackling 

Dyke Roman Road (1003309).  

Cranborne Chase is an area of chalkland well known for its high number, density and diversity of 

archaeological remains. This area features a vast, multi-period landscape that includes a large 

settlement enclosure with two banjo enclosures, three bowl barrows, and segments of linear 

boundaries. Additionally, there is a prehistoric field system and a cursus located on Gussage Hill.  

This monument is scheduled under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 as 

amended, as it is of national importance. 

Potential Impact on Project (EI-B23) 

Management proposals for the site are likely to have a positive effect on the scheduled monument 

features identified. These features are already protected by the existing management regime for high 

distinctiveness grassland habitats, and this regime will not be significantly altered to include 

management that could harm their protected status.  

The changed regime from arable to conservation grassland will ensure that the heritage features are 

retained in perpetuity and that their site context within the landscape is restored. Moreover, 

management practices for species-rich grasslands align with efforts to protect the historic environment 

and the ground beneath it, such as preventing the development of scrub and bracken and avoiding 

excessive poaching and vehicle damage. 

To prevent damage to the historic feature beneath, newly planted hedgerows will not be planted on 

top of the designated scheduled monuments. 

Consultation with Historic England is recommended, and Scheduled Monument Consent is likely 

required before any work begins. 

Historic Environment and Earth Heritage Plan (EI-F09) 
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2. Planned Management Activities  

Provide the site-wide aims and objectives. These should consider the Project Background information 

section outlined above as well as the outcomes of the Metric.  

Management Plan Aims and Objectives PM-B01 

The management objectives describe the overall ecological aims and outcomes of the project. The 

objectives will be achieved by following the carefully prescribed management prescriptions in this 

management plan. The management prescriptions should be adaptable throughout the life of the 

project, manipulated where necessary to achieve the objectives. The management objectives are 

directly connected to the habitat descriptions and condition assessments outlined in Part 1 which 

underpin the Biodiversity Unit value of the site. The management objectives are the deliverable 

outcomes which are monitored against in the monitoring plan. Please note that the parcel references 

referred to from this section onwards relate to the proposed habitats plan, which are different from 

those in the baseline habitats plan above. 

Management Plan Aims 

The proposals for the site include the establishment of a biodiversity unit bank through habitat creation 

and the enhancement of retained habitats. The overall aims will be to enhance the majority of existing 

grasslands through the low intensity introduction of a local seed source to further improve botanical 

diversity throughout the sward, and through more targeted management practices with specified 

monitoring to create the areas of bare ground that are currently absent and restrict the condition 

assessments for these habitats achieving good. In addition, targeted habitat creation will include the 

creation of additional areas of species-rich grassland habitats on existing areas of cropland.  

Binding Objectives 

Lowland meadow, lowland calcareous grassland and other neutral grassland enhancement 

Existing areas of lowland meadow will be enhanced from moderate to high condition and lowland 

calcareous grassland will be enhanced to improve condition from poor to high and moderate to high 

in the relevant field parcels. This will be achieved by adding to the existing species diversity through 

the low intensity application of locally sourced seed from higher diversity areas and targeted 

management to create bare ground areas with conservation grazing species and monitoring to allow 

flexibility where needed.  

Other Neutral Grassland Creation 

Existing areas of cropland will be sown with a native species-rich neutral grassland seed mix or locally 

sourced green hay to create new areas of other neutral grassland on the site. These will be managed 

differently to the higher distinctiveness grassland enhancement areas initially. This will include the 

implementation of late-summer hay cut management followed by extensive low density grazing 

management. Grazing will typically be limited from the beginning of April until the hay cut in July with 

specific timings agreed by the project ecologist to suit the sward.  

Species Rich Native Hedgerows  

Additional scrub to bolster hedgerows and create native species rich hedgerows throughout the site 

in good condition. 

Principles Informed by Design Stage 

The project's BNG target(s) should be set and documented early in the design process. Outline how 

background and baseline information influenced key design principles for the project from an early 

stage. This can provide useful context for the proposed retention, creation and enhancement measures.  

 Design Principles Informed by Baseline Information PM-B02 

The key principles that have guided the site include: landscape character, soil conditions and climate. 

Each has been carefully considered at the design stage of the habitat creation proposals to ensure 

their feasibility and likelihood of success. 

Landscape Character 

The design of habitat creation and management will create habitats that accord and match with the 

Cranborne Chase and Dorset Downs National Character Area and its desired opportunities. Post 

delivery the project will enhance the character area based on the Statements of Environmental 

Opportunity 1-3.  

Soils 

Soil analysis undertaken on arable fields F2 and F3 has shown that background levels of P and K are 

low to very low. This is typical of these free draining loamy soils over chalk. These soil conditions are 

ideal for creating high distinctiveness habitats over time, which is shown by the existing restoration of 

lowland meadow and calcareous grassland at the site. 

Climate 

In order to ensure that the habitat creation and enhancement measures remain resilient to climate 

change pressures, varied planting mixes will be included within all habitats created to encourage a 

diverse seedbed within newly created habitats, particularly within grasslands. This will also allow the 

site to establish a sward appropriate to the conditions present on site. 
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Habitat Creation, Enhancement and Management Plan EM-F01 

Show the habitat Creation, Enhancement and Management measures in this plan. Present this as a single, side-wide masterplan. Alternatively, provide a separate plan showing the locations of each specific 

habitat to be delivered on the project site, copy this page into each of the habitat sheets below.  
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Grassland (Medium, High, and Very High Distinctiveness) Species Lists (GH-T03A) 

 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor 

Common knapweed Centaurea nigra 

Catsear Hypochaeris radicata 

Rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus 

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata 

Red clover Trifolium pratense 

White clover Trifolium repens 

Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 

Sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosa 

Birds-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus 

Common spotted orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsia 

Field forget-me-not Myosotis arvensis 

Corkey-fruited water-dropwort Oenanthe pimpinelloides 

Corncockle Agrostemma githago 

Common poppy Papaver rhoeas 

Cornflower Centaurea cyanus 

Meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis 

Black medick Medicago lupulina 

Viper’s-bugloss Echium vulgare 

Selfheal Prunella vulgaris 

Betony Betonica officinalis 

Bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus 

Cowslip Primula veris 

Wild carrot Dauca carota 

Cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris 

Red campion Silene dioica 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium 

Smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis 

Sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum 

Quaking grass Briza media 

Crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus 

Sheep’s-fescue Festuca ovina 

Chewing’s fescue Festuca rubra subsp. commutata 

Slender red fescue Festuca rubra subsp. Litoralis 

Meadow barley Hordeum brachyantherum 

Yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens 

Rough bent Agrostis scabra 
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Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (GH-B02) 

N/A 

What Does Success Look Like? (GH-F01A) 
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Grassland (Medium, High, and Very High Distinctiveness) Species Lists (GH-T03B) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor 

Common knapweed Centaurea nigra 

Catsear Hypochaeris radicata 

Rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus 

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata 

Red clover Trifolium pratense 

White clover Trifolium repens 

Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 

Sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosa 

Birds-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus 

Common spotted orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsia 

Field forget-me-not Myosotis arvensis 

Corkey-fruited water-dropwort Oenanthe pimpinelloides 

Corncockle Agrostemma githago 

Common poppy Papaver rhoeas 

Cornflower Centaurea cyanus 

Meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis 

Black medick Medicago lupulina 

Viper’s-bugloss Echium vulgare 

Selfheal Prunella vulgaris 

Betony Betonica officinalis 

Bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus 

Cowslip Primula veris 

Wild carrot Dauca carota 

Cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris 

Red campion Silene dioica 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium 

Smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis 

Sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum 

Quaking grass Briza media 

Crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus 

Sheep’s-fescue Festuca ovina 

Chewing’s fescue Festuca rubra subsp. commutata 

Slender red fescue Festuca rubra subsp. Litoralis 

Meadow barley Hordeum brachyantherum 

Yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens 

Rough bent Agrostis scabra 
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Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (GH-B02) 

Please use this space to provide any additional information where relevant. 

What Does Success Look Like? (GH-F01B) 
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Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (HD-B02) 

Existing hedgerows will be included within the site management plan to ensure their long-term 

maintenance as native hedgerows in good condition. 

What Does Success Look Like? (HD-F01) 
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Scrub Species Lists (SC-T03) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created. 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 10% Native Whip 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 20% Native Whip 

Hazel Corylus avellana 20% Native Whip 

Guelder rose Viburnum opulus 15% Native Whip 

Holly Ilex aquilinium 15% Native Whip 

Clematis Clematis vitalba 10% Native Whip 

Honeysuckle Lonicera 

periclymenum 

10% Native Whip 

 

What Does Success Look Like? (SC-F01) 
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Adaptive Management 

Summary of Adaptive Management Approaches (MS-B02) 

The management regime proposed in this HMMP document is flexible and will be adjusted as 

appropriate to ensure the proposed conditions are met for each habitat. Any changes in 

management strategy will be reported to the LPA at the monitoring reporting intervals proposed. 
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• Apply Green Hay from a 
suitable donor Site OR 
locally sourced seed mix  

• All seeding should occur 
between September and 
October and avoid periods of 
extreme drought or wet 

Management Detailed 
Methods 

GH-T02A 

 Row 1 and 2 

Mixed scrub 1 
• Fence off areas of scrub 

planting (only if grazing 
management is used) 

• Ground preparation 

• Native scrub whip planting 

Scrub Creation, 
Enhancement and 
Management Detailed 
Methods 

SC-T02 

Rows 1, 2 and 3 

Phase 
3 

Other neutral 
grassland 

2 
• Apply yellow rattle seed 

• Apply Green Hay from a 
suitable donor Site OR 
locally sourced seed mix  

• All seeding should occur 
between September and 
October and avoid periods of 
extreme drought or wet 

Grassland Creation, 
Enhancement and 
Management Detailed 
Methods 

GH-T02A 

 Row 1 and 2 

Mixed scrub 1 
• Fence off areas of scrub 

planting (only if grazing 
management is used) 

Scrub Creation, 
Enhancement and 
Management Detailed 
Methods 
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• Ground preparation 

• Native scrub whip planting 

SC-T02 

Rows 1, 2 and 3 

Species rich 
native hedgerow 

1 
• Ground preparation 

• Hedge planting 

• Standard tree planting 

• Weed suppression 

• Infrastructure 

Hedgerow Creation, 
Enhancement and 
Management Methods 

HD-T02 

Rows 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Phase 
4 

Other neutral 
grassland 

2 
• Apply yellow rattle seed 

• Apply Green Hay from a 
suitable donor Site OR 
locally sourced seed mix  

• All seeding should occur 
between September and 
October and avoid periods of 
extreme drought or wet 

Grassland Creation, 
Enhancement and 
Management Detailed 
Methods 

GH-T02A 

 Row 1 and 2 

Species rich 
native hedgerow 

1 
• Ground preparation 

• Hedge planting 

• Standard tree planting 

• Weed suppression 

Hedgerow Creation, 
Enhancement and 
Management Methods 

HD-T02 

Rows 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
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• Infrastructure 

Phase 
5 

Other neutral 
grassland 

2 
• Apply yellow rattle seed 

• Apply Green Hay from a 
suitable donor Site OR 
locally sourced seed mix  
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