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Dorset Council is preparing a local plan to guide development. Once adopted, it will be used to help decide planning applications across the Dorset Council area.
This scoping consultation is an initial stage for preparing the local plan under the new planning system. The purpose of the consultation is to consider what the local plan should include and how organisations and people would like to be involved.
The consultation will run from
21 September to 26 October 2026




Please note, this consultation is not seeking views on possible sites for development, any specific policies, or presenting any information on possible sites for development at this stage. There will be further opportunities to submit sites for consideration and to share your views on site options through the local plan at a later stage.
If you need help with the survey, please contact the Planning Policy team by email at planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or by telephone on 01305 838334. 
How can I make a comment? 
You can comment on the local plan by completing all or part of this survey online or by using this form. The questions in this form should be read in the context of the supporting text (heading numbers in Part B refer to Chapter numbers). You can view the scoping consultation on our website, or alternatively a paper copy of the local plan scoping consultation can be viewed at your local Dorset library or at County Hall, Dorchester.  
Online
Please respond online wherever possible. View the consultation and submit your response online: 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-consultation
E-mail
We can also accept responses emailed to us, preferably using this form.
planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Written responses
There are paper copies of the response form available upon request for those without internet or computer access.
Please telephone 01305 838334 to request a copy. 
Responses returned by post should reference the Dorset Council Local Plan Scoping Consultation 2026 and be sent to the Spatial Planning Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XJ.

Please note:
· You must include your name and either postal or email address along with your postcode so that your response can be considered appropriately. We cannot accept anonymous responses
· The council does not accept any responsibility for the contents of the comments submitted. We reserve the right to remove any comments containing defamatory, abusive or malicious allegations
· If you are part of a group that shares a common view, please include a list of the contact details of each person (including names, addresses, emails, telephone numbers and signatures) along with a completed form providing details of the named lead representative
Data protection
Please note, any data collected will be retained and processed in accordance with Dorset Council's privacy policy. 
Submissions may be made public. By responding to the consultation, you are accepting that your response and the information within it will be in the public domain, and that it may be disclosed if requested under the Freedom of Information Act/Environmental Information Regulations. Any published information will exclude contact information but will identify individuals by name. Please avoid including personal or sensitive information within your responses to the questions. 
It is necessary for us to collect some personal information, such as your name, email address and postcode. These details are required to ensure authenticity and so that, if you wish, we can contact you about the local plan in the future. If you would like to be kept informed about the local plan, please ensure you opt in to sign up to our mailing list.
Your information will be retained by the council in line with its information retention schedule.  



Part A – Your details
	
	Individual 
	Agent (if applicable)

	Name*
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Organisation 
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address line 1*
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address line 2
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address line 3
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Town
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Postcode*
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email address*
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.

Client’s details if applicable:
	Name*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Organisation 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address line 1*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address line 2
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address line 3
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Town
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Postcode*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email address*
	Click or tap here to enter text.

*essential fields
Do you want to be contacted about the local plan in the future? If you would like to be notified of future local plan consultations and stages, please tick.
☐  I give consent for my details to be added to the digital mailing list for the local plan and supplementary work. Please ensure you have provided an email address in the field above.
Group representations
If your representation is on behalf of a group, ensure the lead representative completes the contact details box above. Also, please state here how many people support the representation:
	Please state how many people here

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Part B – Consultation questions
2. The overall scope of the local plan
Question 1: What period do you think the plan should cover?
a. 10 years ☐
b. 15 years ☐
c. Longer than 15 years ☐
d. Other ☐
e. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.













3. Spatial vision and objectives
Question 2: Are there any other priorities that should be considered when developing the vision? If so, please specify.
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 3: Which of the key priorities do you think should be a focus for the local plan? (select as many as you wish).
a. Housing  ☐
b. Economy ☐
c. Environment ☐
d. Movement ☐
e. Health & Wellbeing ☐
f.  Design & Character ☐
g. Tourism  ☐	
	Please explain your answer, including any specific issues within the priorities you think are particularly important:

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 4: Do you think it the draft vision reflects what Dorset should be like at the end of the local plan period?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	If no, please explain what you think Dorset should be like:

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 5: What measurable outcomes should the council use to assess how well the local plan is performing?
	Please list suggested measure outcomes:

	Click or tap here to enter text.




4. Developing a strategy for growth
Question 6: What factors do you think should be considered when developing the settlement hierarchy for future development?
	Please list suggested factors:

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 7: What links to services and facilities are most important when looking at the sustainability of potential future development locations? (select all that apply)
a. Access to public transport ☐
b. Access to safe walking/cycle routes ☐
c. Distance from towns or places with facilities that serve a wider area ☐
d. Other  ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.











5. Key planning issues for Dorset
Question 8: Are there any locally specific climate change issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 9: Are there locally specific housing issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 10: Are there locally specific economic issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 11: Are there locally specific town centre issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.





Question 12: Are there locally specific water and energy issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 13: Are there locally specific issues to do with making effective use of land that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 14: Are there locally specific Green Belt issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 15: Are there locally specific design issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 16: Are there locally specific transport issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 17: Are there locally specific health and wellbeing issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 18: Are there locally specific pollution, public protection and security issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 19: Are there locally specific flood risk and coastal issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 20: Are there locally specific natural environment issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 21: Are there locally specific historic environment issues that are not addressed by national policy and should be considered in the Local Plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 22: Should the local plan identify land for local waste facilities, including household recycling centres and depots?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 23: Are there any other topic areas that the Dorset Council Local Plan should cover?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.









6. Evidence base for the plan
Question 24: Do you think any additional evidence should be gathered to inform the preparation of the local plan?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 25: Is there any existing evidence that you think should be updated?
a. Yes ☐
b. No ☐
c. Not sure ☐
	Please explain your answer

	Click or tap here to enter text.














7. Proposed engagement approach
Question 26: How would you prefer to receive information about the local plan? (Rank in order of preference)
1. Social media
2. Written updates/newsletters
3. Dorset Council magazine 
4. Information displayed in public libraries
5. Dorset Council website 
6. Through Town and Parish Councils
7. Through community groups / organisations
8. Other methods, please specify
	Please specify

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 27: How would you prefer to take part in the local plan process? (Rank in order of preference)
a. Online consultations
b. Interactive online maps 
c. Public events
d. Written submissions
e. Other methods: please specify
	Please specify

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 28: How could the council best engage with under-represented groups in the local plan process? For example, people with different protected characteristics such as age, disability, race, religion or belief, sex, or gender reassignment. (Select all that apply).
a. Through networks and organisations representing those groups
b. Ensuring accessibility of written materials
c. Providing in person events
d. Providing digital opportunities to get involved 
e. Other: please specify
	Please specify

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Question 29: Is there anything else the council should consider when developing its approach to engagement for the new Local Plan?
	Please suggest anything else

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Part C – Consultation demographic questions
This section is optional. We use it to collect diversity information. This helps to ensure any changes do not unfairly impact specific sectors of the community. It also helps to make sure our consultation response comes from a representative sample of residents.
Age question
Please select your age group.
☐ Under 18
☐ 18 to 24
☐ 25 to 39
☐ 40 to 49
☐ 50 to 59
☐ 60 to 64
☐ 65+
☐ Prefer not to say
Sex question
What is your sex?
☐ Female
☐ Male
☐ Prefer not to say
Gender question
Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Prefer not to say

Disability question
The Equality Act 2010 describes a person as disabled if they have a longstanding physical or mental condition that has lasted or is likely to last 12 months; and this condition has a substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. People with some conditions (cancer, multiple sclerosis and HIV/AIDS for example) are considered to be disabled from the point that they are diagnosed.
Do you consider yourself to be disabled as set out in the Equality Act 2010?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Prefer not to say
If, at the previous question, you stated you consider yourself to have a disability. Please state the type of disability which applies to you.
☐ Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)
☐ Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
☐ Autistic Spectrum Conditions
☐ Blind
☐ Dyscalculia
☐ Dyslexia
☐ Dyspraxia
☐ Deaf
☐ Hearing loss
☐ Long term health condition
☐ Mental health issues
☐ Physical impairment
☐ Sign Language User
☐ Visually impaired
☐ Medical conditions
☐ Mobility issues
☐ Learning disability
☐ Specific learning differences
☐ Wheelchair user
☐ Prefer not to say

	If you prefer to use another term, please tell us here:

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Ethnicity
What is your ethnic group?
☐ White: British
☐ White: Irish
☐ White: Gypsy
☐ White: Irish Traveller
☐ White: Other
☐ Mixed: White and Black Caribbean
☐ Mixed: White and Black African
☐ Mixed: White and Asian
☐ Mixed: Other
☐ Asian or Asian British: Indian
☐ Asian or Asian British: Pakistan
☐ Asian or Asian British: Chinese
☐ Asian or Asian British: Other
☐ Black or Black British:
☐ Arab
☐ Other ethnic group
☐ Prefer not to say

	If other, please specify

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Religion
What is your religion or belief?
☐ Buddhist
☐ Christian (including Church of England, Catholic, Protestant and all other Christian denominations)
☐ Hindu
☐ Jewish
☐ Muslim
☐ Sikh
☐ No religion
☐ Any other religion or belief (please specify if you wish)
☐ Prefer not to say

	If other, please specify

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Sexual Orientation
What is your sexual orientation?
☐ Heterosexual or Straight
☐ Gay or lesbian
☐ Asexual
☐ Bisexual
☐ Other
☐ Prefer not to say

	If other, please specify

	Click or tap here to enter text.








Armed forces 
Have you previously served in the UK Armed Forces?
☐ Yes, previously served in Regular Armed Forces
☐ Yes, previously served in Reserve Armed Forces
☐ No
☐ Prefer not to say

Maternity/Pregnancy 
Are you currently pregnant or have you been pregnant in the last year?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Prefer not to say
Caregiving 
Do you look after, or give any help or support to, anyone because they have long-term physical or mental health conditions or illnesses, or problems related to old age?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Prefer not to say
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