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Contribution of land in Parcel CM1 

Parcel CM1 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM1 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north western edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 2ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is a strong perception of urban development outside of the parcel.  

There is significant urbanising influence associated with development, land use and 

activity in the Green Belt. The parcel contains a leisure centre with associated outdoor 

playing surfaces and car parking. 

Urbanising development limits perception of the wider countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising development in the 

parcel. Land is developed and has a significant amount 

of urbanising development within it, including a large 

building and associated car parks. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising influence associated 

with development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The parcel 

is already developed to the extent that further 

development would not significantly increase 

urbanising influence on adjacent open land.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development in the parcel would not represent an 

incongruous pattern of development because of its 

existing level of development. The parcel is subject to 

significant urbanising influence.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel has uses associated with the urban area 

which limit the extent to which it is perceived as being 

part of the countryside.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising development in the 

parcel. Land is developed and has a significant amount 

of urbanising development within it, including a large 

building and associated car parks. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising influence associated 

with development outside of the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Development in the parcel would not increase 

urbanising influence on any land which is not already 

subject to at least as much urbanising influence as this 

parcel. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM2 

Parcel CM2 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM2 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located along the north-west settlement edge of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 

3ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the 

settlement.Hedgerows and fencelines to the north-west and south-east form weak 

boundaries. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is a strong perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

Existing development in the Green Belt has some urbanising influence. 

Urbanising development limits perception of the wider countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. 

Development along Newton Lane clearly marks the 

parcel boundary. Development in the parcel could have 

some urbanising impact on land beyond but would not 

significantly weaken its contribution to Purpose A.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The parcel is 

subject to some urbanising influence and has features 

that would restrict and contain development, 

preventing any incongruous impact on the wider 

countryside.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel has uses associated with the urban area 

which limit the extent to which it is perceived as being 

part of the countryside.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The development along Newton Lane forms a 

strong outer boundary which would limit the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM3 

Parcel CM3 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Moderate Weak/No Moderate Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM3 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

Parcel is located to the north-west of Corfe Mullen  Parcel size: 13ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

Fence lines and hedgrows mark the parcel's northern boundary. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform slopes from east to west, adjacent to the 

settlement edge.  

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Residential 

development along Broadmoor Road and Orchard Lane has some influence on the 

parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel.  

Urbanising development limits perception of the wider countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. Haywards 

Lane to the west and a mature woodland block to the 

east clearly marks the parcel boundary. Development 

in the parcel could have some urbanising impact on 

land beyond but would not significantly weaken its 

contribution to Purpose A. 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Although 

development in the parcel would not be restricted and 

contained, there is sufficient urbanising containing 

influence to limit the extent to which it would be 

incongruous with the current pattern.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Development in the parcel would not increase 

urbanising influence on any land which is not already 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

subject to at least as much urbanising influence as this 

parcel. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM4 

Parcel CM4 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM4 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north western edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 15ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. A 

combination of fencing associated with rear gardens and hedgerows forms a weak 

boundary between the settlement edge and the parcel. 

There is some change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Hedgerow 

boundaries and fencing associated with the settlement edge allow views of the 

settlement. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built up 

area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

The parcel has a predominantly treed hedgerow 

boundary along Broadmoor Road, so development 

within the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The lack of 

features to restrict and contain development means 

that, although the parcel is subject to some urbanising 

influence, development here would have an 

incongruous impact.    

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has a predominantly treed hedgerow boundary 

along Broadmoor Road, so development within the 

parcel would in turn increase the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM5 

Parcel CM5 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM5 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the west of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 59ha. 

There is a combination of features creating a strong boundary between the settlement 

and the parcel. Mature vegetation along both sides of Broadmore Road and thegap to 

the settlement edge combine to create a strong boundary.  

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform slopes from the south-east towards Knoll 

Clump.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. A block of 

woodland, as well as sections of mature trees along boundaries, limit the perception of 

the urban area.   

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. The rising landform enables some perception of the 

surrounding undulating countryside.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

Development in the parcel would negate the role of 

mature vegetation along Broadmoor Road and the 

distance to the settlement edge, which currently gives 

the parcel a strong sense of separation from urbanising 

influences.  

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The distance 

and sloping landform between the parcel and the urban 

edge mean that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has only hedgerow boundaries, so development 

within the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM6 

Parcel CM6 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Moderate Weak/No Moderate Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM6 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 9ha. 

There is a moderate boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. Mature 

vegetation along Blandford Road forms a moderate feature. This is weaker in the south-

east of the parcel. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform consistently slopes southwards.  

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel.  

There is some urbanising activity in the parcel but land use also associates the area with 

the wider countryside. Residential properties along Sleight Lane have some urbanising 

influence. 

Urbanising development limits perception of the wider countryside. Development to the 

north and south, and inside the parcel along Sleight Lane limit connection to the wider 

Green Belt. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. Existing 

development along Sleight Lane would restrict further 

development to the west. 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development in the parcel would not represent an 

incongruous pattern of development because of its 

existing containment by the urban area.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Development and vegetation along Sleight Lane 

form a strong outer boundary which would limit the 

urbanising impact of development on adjacent open 

land. 
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Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM7 

Parcel CM7 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM7 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the northern edge of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 17ha. 

There is a combination of features creating a strong boundary between the settlement 

and the parcel. Mature lines of trees and blocks of woodland combine to create a strong 

boundary between this area and the settlement edge.  

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform is less varied than the surrounding areas. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Mature lines of trees 

associated with the disused railway line and the A31, limit the perception of the wider 

countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development in the parcel 

would negate the role of the sloping landform, which 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

currently give the parcel a strong sense of separation 

from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The sloping 

landform, mature trees and copses of woodland in 

addition to the distance between the parcel and the 

urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Mature lines of trees along the A31 clearly marks 

the parcel boundary to the north. Although 

development in the parcel would have some urbanising 

impact on land beyond, it would not significantly 

weaken its contribution to Purpose C. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM8 

Parcel CM8 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM8 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the north of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 31ha. 

A combination of features forms a boundary of moderate strength between the 

settlement and the parcel. Hedgerows with intermittent mature trees create a moderate 

feature along the settlement edge. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The wider landscape slopes from the settlement edge 

towards the floodplain of the River Stour.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Mature lines of trees 

surrounding a disused railway line to the north and minor roads to the west limit the 

perception of the wider countryside.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 
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in the parcel would negate the role of the sloping 

landform, which currently give the parcel a strong 

sense of separation from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The sloping 

landform, mature trees and copses of woodland in 

addition to the distance between the parcel and the 

urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel is peripheral to a moderate gap between 

towns. The parcel is located adjacent to the gap 

between Corfe Mullen and Wimborne Minster.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel does not lie in the gap between towns 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The parcel is contained by the A31 to the north 

which can contain development. Despite this the parcel 

has only hedgerow boundaries to the west.  

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM9 

Parcel CM9 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM9 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the northern edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 14ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

Hedgerows with occasional mature trees form the boundary along the settlement edge. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel.  

There is a strong perception of urban development outside of the parcel.  

Land use creates some association with the urban area but there is little urbanising 

activity in the parcel. The parcel consists of playing fields associated with the Corfe 

Mullen Recreation Ground. 

Urbanising development limits perception of the wider countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and is therefore defined as a large 

built-up area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising influence associated 

with development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The 

sloping landform to the north of the parcel forms a 

strong outer boundary which would limit the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land.  

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development in the parcel would not represent an 

incongruous pattern of development because of strong 

physical features restricting and containing 

development within it. The sloping landform creates 
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distinction with the adjacent parcel to the north, and is 

consequently restricted and contained.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising influence associated 

with development outside of the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The steep sloping landform clearly marks the 

parcel boundary to the north. Although development in 

the parcel would have some urbanising impact on land 

beyond, it would not significantly weaken its 

contribution to Purpose C.  
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Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM10 

Parcel CM10 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Moderate Weak/No Moderate Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM10 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located north of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 25ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

There is some urbanising activity in the parcel but land use also associates the area with 

the wider countryside. 

Natural features limit perception of the wider Countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built up 

area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The A31, 

with its associated vegetation, forms a strong outer 

boundary which would limit the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land 



Parcel CM10  

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The parcel is 

subject to some urbanising influence and has features 

that would restrict and contain development, 

preventing any incongruous impact on the wider 

countryside.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

east of the parcel is in the gap between Corfe Mullen 

and Wimborne Minster. The west of the parcel is 

peripheral to the gap. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

Only the east of the parcel is in the gap, so it only 

forms a small part of the overall gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The A31 with its associated vegetation clearly 
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marks the parcel boundary to the north. Although 

development in the parcel would have some urbanising 

impact on land beyond, it would not significantly 

weaken its contribution to Purpose C. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM11 

Parcel CM11 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM11 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north eastern edge of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 9ha. 

There is a moderate boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform gently slopes from the settlement edge towards 

the River Stour floodplain to the north.  

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The proximity of 

the settlement edge increases the perception of urban development despite the strong 

boundary features, especially to the south 

There is some urbanising activity in the parcel but land use also associates the area with 

the wider countryside. 

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

The parcel has only weak hedgerow boundaries, so 

development within the parcel would in turn increase 

the urbanising impact of development on adjacent 

open land. 
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Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The lack of 

features to restrict and contain development mean that, 

although the parcel is subject to some urbanising 

influence, development here would have an 

incongruous impact.    

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

east of the parcel is in the gap between Corfe Mullen 

and Wimborne Minster.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap, with only 

development in the north of the parcel affecting the 

size of the gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has only hedgerow boundaries, so development 
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within the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Wimborne Road forms a permanent boundary feature 

to the west that is bound by mature trees.   

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM12 

Parcel CM12 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM12 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north eastern edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 18ha. 

A combination of features forms a boundary of moderate strength between the 

settlement and the parcel. The gap and intervening hedgerows form a moderate sense 

of separation to the south-west.  

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The parcel shares a similar sloping landform to East End to 

the south-west. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. The parcel's north facing sloping landform allows for 

some connection to the wider Green Belt. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

Development in the parcel would negate the role of the 

gap between the parcel and the settlement to the 

south-west, which currently gives the parcel a strong 

sense of separation from urbanising influences.  

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The gap 

between the parcel and the urban edge mean that the 

parcel has a strong sense of separation from the urban 

area, so development here would be incongruous with 

the urban pattern.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Wimborne Minster to the north-east. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap.  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns. The 

development of land in this parcel would be likely to 

increase urbanising influence on adjacent land in the 

gap but impact would not be significant given the 

strength of separation in the remainder of the gap. 

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  



Parcel CM12  

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has only hedgerow boundaries, so development 

within the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.



Parcel CM13  

Parcel CM13 

 



Parcel CM13  

Contribution of land in Parcel CM13 

Parcel CM13 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM13 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the north-east of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 8ha. 

There is a consistent, well-defined boundary between the settlement and the parcel. A 

mature belt of woodland associated with a disused railway line along the settlement 

edge provides a well-defined boundary.  

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform shares the same north-facing slope of East End 

to the south-west. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The well-treed 

disused railway line creates a strong sense of separation to the south-west. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Mature trees and hedgerows 

predominantly limit outward views and perception of the wider countryside.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of the sloping 

landform and mature copses of woodland within the 

centre of the parcel, which currently give the parcel a 

strong sense of separation from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The Mature 

lines of trees associated with the disused railway 

between the parcel and the urban edge mean that the 

parcel has a strong sense of separation from the urban 

area, so development here would be incongruous with 

the urban pattern.  

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Wimborne Minster to the north-east. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap in this area 

with development in the parcel unlikely to reduce the 

overall size of the gap. The A31 and River Stour form 

strong separating features in the remainder of the gap 

to the north-east. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns. The 

development of land in this parcel would be unlikely to 

significantly increase urbanising influence on adjacent 

land in the gap. 
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Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has only hedgerow boundaries to the north and 

east, so development within the parcel would in turn 

increase the urbanising impact of development on 

adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 
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Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM14 

Parcel CM14 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM14 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north eastern edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 7ha. 

There is a strong boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. The well-

wooded boundaries create some separation from the adjacent urban edge. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel.  

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The proximity of 

the settlement edge adds some perception of urban development through gaps within 

the woodland towards Wimborne Road.  

There is some urbanising activity in the parcel but land use also associates the area with 

the wider countryside. 

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Woodland and boundary tree 

cover limits perception of the surrounding countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development in the parcel 

would negate the role of mature tree cover, which 

currently gives the parcel a strong sense of separation 

from urbanising influences.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature lines 

of trees and woodland between the parcel and the 

urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern.. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Mature lines of trees and woodland forms a 

strong outer boundary which would limit the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM15 

Parcel CM15 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Moderate Weak/No Moderate Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM15 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the north eastern edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 6ha. 

The parcel covers an isolated area of development in the open countryside, which limits 

openness associated with its development, land use and activity. Visual openness 

persists between the partially open areas and the surrounding open countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The parcel 

is already developed to the extent that further 

development would not significantly increase 

urbanising influence on adjacent open land.  

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Although 

development in the parcel would not be restricted and 

contained, there is sufficient urbanising containing 

influence to limit the extent to which it would be 

incongruous with the current pattern.  
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Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Merley/Canford Magna/Oakley to the east. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap.  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel has uses associated with the urban area 

which limit the extent to which it is perceived as being 

part of the countryside.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Development in the parcel would not increase 

urbanising influence on any land which is not already 

subject to at least as much urbanising influence due to 

its existing level of development. 
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Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM16 

Parcel CM16 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM16 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the eastern edge of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 19ha. 

There is a consistent, well-defined boundary between the settlement and the parcel. 

Mature lines of trees along a Roman Road form a continuous, strong boundary with the 

settlement edge.  

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The parcel shares the same sloping landform as the urban 

area to the west. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. Development within this area is limited to scattered houses and farmsteads. 

Land use is predominantly either woodland or agricultural fields.  

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. The rising landform to the south-east enables some 

perception of the wider countryside.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

Development in the parcel would negate the role of 

mature lines of trees and woodland copses which 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

currently give the parcel a strong sense of separation 

from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature tree 

cover along a Roman Road between the parcel and 

the urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong 

sense of separation from the urban area, so 

development here would be incongruous with the 

urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Merley/Canford Magna/Oakley. The parcel is also 

peripheral to the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Wimborne Minster. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap in this area, 

with development in the parcel unlikely to reduce the 

overall size of the gap. Areas of tree cover and 

landform changes to the east form strong separating 

features in this part of the gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns. The 

development of land in this parcel would be unlikely to 

significantly increase urbanising influence on adjacent 

land in the gap. 

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The mature lines of trees and woodland copses 

form a strong outer boundary which would limit the 

urbanising impact of development on adjacent open 

land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM17 

Parcel CM17 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM17 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the eastern edge of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 20ha. 

There is a consistent strong boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. 

Mature broadleaved woodland along the settlement edge creates a permanent, strong 

boundary feature.  

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform rises to the south-east away from the 

settlement edge.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The parcel is 

located adjacent to Corfe Barrows Nature Park, whilst mature woodland limits the 

perception of urban development.  

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. This section of Greenbelt is common land and free from development.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. The area of common is 

surrounded by mature woodland, thereby limiting perceptions of the wider countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is part of the large built-up area and is a town 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development in the parcel 

would negate the role of mature woodland blocks along 

the settlement edge, which currently give the parcel a 

strong sense of separation from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature lines 

of trees and woodland blocks between the parcel and 

the urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong 

sense of separation from the urban area, so 

development here would be incongruous with the 

urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen 

andMerley/Canford Magna/Oakley. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap in this area, 

with development in the parcel unlikely to reduce the 

overall size of the gap. Areas of tree cover and 

landform changes to the east form strong separating 

features in this part of the gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns. The 

development of land in this parcel would be unlikely to 

significantly increase urbanising influence on adjacent 

land in the gap. 
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Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The mature lines of tress and blocks of woodland 

forms a strong outer boundary which would limit the 

urbanising impact of development on adjacent open 

land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 
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Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM18 

Parcel CM18 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM18 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south eastern edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 22ha. 

There is a combination of features creating a strong boundary between the settlement 

and the parcel. There is a combination of mature trees and small blocks of woodland 

along the settlement edge, which creates a strong feature.  

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The proximity of 

the parcel to the settlement edge and the B3074 adds to the urban perception in the 

area, despite mature lines of trees along the boundary edge.  

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Mature trees and some local 

landform variation limit connection to the wider Green Belt. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is part of the large built-up area and is a town. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development in the parcel 

would negate the role of the mature lines of trees, 

which currently give the parcel a strong sense of 

separation from urbanising influences. 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature trees 

between the parcel and the urban edge mean that the 

parcel has a strong sense of separation from the urban 

area, so development here would be incongruous with 

the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Merley/Canford Magna/Oakley. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap in this area, 

with development in the parcel unlikely to reduce the 

overall size of the gap. Areas of tree cover and 

landform changes to the east form strong separating 

features in this part of the gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns. In 

addition to the loss of visual separating features the 

development of land in this parcel would also be likely 

to increase urbanising influence on remaining land in 

the gap 

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Mature lines of trees and linear belts of woodland 

clearly mark the parcel boundary to the west. Although 

development in the parcel would have some urbanising 

impact on land beyond, it would not significantly 

weaken its contribution to Purpose C.  

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM19 

Parcel CM19 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Moderate Weak/No Moderate Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM19 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south eastern edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 10ha. 

A combination of features forms a boundary of moderate strength between the 

settlement and the parcel. Mature lines of trees along the settlement edge form a 

moderate strength boundary.  

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform is relatively flat.  

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The proximity of 

the settlement edge creates some perception of development through occasional gaps 

in trees.  

There is significant urbanising influence associated with development, land use and 

activity in the Green Belt. A school and associated playing fields within this area create a 

significant urbanising influence.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Strong mature lines of trees 

surround the parcel and limit the perception of the wider landscape.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is part of the large built-up area and is a town 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The parcel 

is already developed to the extent that further 

development would not significantly increase 

urbanising influence on adjacent open land.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Although 

development in the parcel would not be restricted and 

contained, there is sufficient urbanising containing 

influence to limit the extent to which it would be 

incongruous with the current pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Merley/Canford Magna/Oakley. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel forms a very small part of the gap in this 

area, with development in the parcel unlikely to reduce 

the overall size of the gap. Areas of tree cover and 

landform changes to the east form strong separating 

features in this part of the gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel has uses associated with the urban area 

which limit the extent to which it is perceived as being 

part of the countryside.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. Development in the parcel would not increase 

urbanising influence on any land which is not already 

subject to at least as much urbanising influence as this 

parcel. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM20 

Parcel CM20 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM20 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south-west of Corfe Mullen Parcel size: 22ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

There is a significant change in landform which creates a clear sense of separation 

between the settlement and the parcel. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Despite the 

proximity of the urban edge, scrub and landform quickly diminish any perception of it. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of the steep sloping 

landform, which currently give the parcel a strong 

sense of separation from urbanising influences. 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The sloping 

landform between the parcel and the urban edge mean 

that the parcel has a strong sense of separation from 

the urban area, so development here would be 

incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel lies in the gap between Corfe Mullen and Upton 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel forms a small part of the gap. The parcel 

forms a small part of the gap. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns. The 

development of land in this parcel would be unlikely to 

significantly increase urbanising influence on adjacent 

land in the gap. 

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has predominantly open or scrub boundaries, so 
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

development within it would in turn increase the 

urbanising impact of development on adjacent open 

land. Any partial release of the parcel would be likely to 

weaken the remainder 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM21 

Parcel CM21 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM21 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the southern edge of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 32ha. 

There is a moderate boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. Mature 

trees and woodland create a moderate boundary feature. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. No change 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Residential areas 

of Curfe Mullen to the north, east and west have some influence on the parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. Upton Heath is located in close proximity, the parcel 

has some perception of the heathland through glimpsed views within the woodland.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is part of the large built-up area and is a town 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of mature blocks of 

woodland, which currently give the parcel a strong 

sense of separation from urbanising influences. The 

parcel has a strong relationship with the surrounding 

greenbelt due to the sloping landform of the parcel. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The sloping 

landform, and high density of tree coverage, between 

the parcel and the urban edge mean that the parcel 

has a strong sense of separation from the urban area, 

so development here would be incongruous with the 

urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel is peripheral to a moderate gap between 

towns. The parcel forms a 0.5km gap and includes 

woodland blocks.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

The parcel does not lie in the gap between towns 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The mature blocks of woodland and sloping 

landform forms a strong outer boundary which would 

limit the urbanising impact of development on adjacent 

open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM22 

Parcel CM22 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM22 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south-west of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 36ha. 

A combination of features forms a boundary of moderate strength between the 

settlement and the parcel. Mature trees, used as visual screening features around the 

Beacon Hill Landfill site, form a moderate boundary.  

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The Beacon Hill Landfill site has been filled in and is set to be 

restored to the landscape by 2029. Therefore, previous changes in the landform of the 

quarry are no longer visible. 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The proximity of 

the area to the settlement edge and Wareham Road create some perception of urban 

development despite a moderate strength boundary.  

Land use creates some association with the urban area, but there is little urbanising 

activity in the parcel. The landfill site in the parcel is due to be completely restored to 

lowland heath by 2029. 

Tree cover limits perception of the wider countryside. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

The parcel has predominantly weak and gappy 

boundaries, so development in the parcel would, in 

turn, increase the urbanising impact of development on 

adjacent open land. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The lack of 

features to restrict and contain development mean that, 

although the parcel is subject to some urbanising 

influence, development here would have an 

incongruous impact.    

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap.  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

negligible impact on visual separation between towns.  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has a predominantly tree and scrub boundary, 

weaker in some areas, so development within the 

parcel would in turn increase the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM23 

Parcel CM23 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Moderate Weak/No Moderate Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM23 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south-western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 5ha. 

A combination of features forms a boundary of moderate strength between the 

settlement and the parcel. Mixed woodland within the area creates a strong boundary 

feature. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. A section of 

boundary fencing associated with the garden nursery enables interspersed views to the 

settlement edge. 

Land use creates some association with the urban area but there is little urbanising 

activity in the parcel. The garden nursery adds a substantial urbanising influence to the 

area. 

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. The woodland tree cover 

within the parcel restricts views to the countryside from the parcel. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The 

woodland block to the west forms a strong outer 

boundary which would limit the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land.  



Parcel CM23  

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The parcel is 

subject to some urbanising influence and has features 

that would restrict and contain development, 

preventing any incongruous impact on the wider 

countryside. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is some urbanising development in the parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. A woodland block clearly marks the parcel 

boundary to the west. Although development in the 

parcel would have some urbanising impact on land 

beyond, it would not significantly weaken its 

contribution to Purpose C.  

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM24 

Parcel CM24 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM24 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the west of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 65ha. 

There is a combination of features creating a strong boundary between the settlement 

and the parcel. Mature lines of trees along field boundaries, as well as occasional blocks 

of woodland combine to create a strong boundary. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. A gently sloping landform that reaches a low point along a 

stream channel between the settlement edge and the parcel.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel.  

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. Land use within this area of greenbelt is agricultural, with some detached houses 

and farmsteads.  

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. Gaps within trees enable some perception of the 

wider countryside to the west.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of copses and 

linear belts of woodland which currently give the parcel 

a strong sense of separation from urbanising 

influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. mature 

internal boundaries consisting of shelter belt and copse 

woodland between the parcel and the urban edge 

mean that the parcel has a strong sense of separation 

from the urban area, so development here would be 

incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. Mature 

shelterbelt woodland and copses of woodland clearly 

marks the parcel boundaries to the east. Although 

development in the parcel would have some urbanising 

impact on land beyond, it would not significantly 

weaken its contribution to Purpose C.  

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.



Parcel CM25  

Parcel CM25 

 



Parcel CM25  

Contribution of land in Parcel CM25 

Parcel CM25 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Weak/No Equal Yes 

Parcel CM25 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 6ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

There is no significant change in landform to create a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel.  

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel.  

There is development that is urban in character, with remaining open spaces not 

contributing significantly to the openness of the Green Belt.  

Appropriate development limits perception of the wider countryside. Views are limited 

due to existing residential development.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built up 

area.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

There is substantial urbanising development in the 

parcel.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are physical features in reasonable proximity 

that could restrict and contain development. The parcel 

is already developed to the extent that further 

development would not significantly increase 

urbanising influence on adjacent open land.  

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would not have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The parcel is 

subject to significant urbanising influence. 
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Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel lacks openness and so is part of an urban 

area rather than part of the countryside.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

N/A  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

N/A  

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel does not make a strong contribution to the Green Belt purposes A, B or D and 

therefore is identified as grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM26 

Parcel CM26 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM26 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the south western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 3ha. 

There is a strong boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. Clipped 

hedgerows that are backed by a mature block of woodland form the boundary along the 

settlement edge. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landform gently slopes away from the settlement edge 

towards the western boundary of the parcel.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Hedgerows and 

tree cover along the settlement edge enable views towards the settlement from the west. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. The parcel is predominantly comprised of woodland with isolated dwellings 

located along the western boundary.  

Natural features limit perception of the wider countryside. Mature lines of trees along the 

western boundary of the parcel limit views to the surrounding landscape.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town so defined as a large built-up area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of the mature 
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woodland which currently give the parcel a strong 

sense of separation from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature 

woodland and the Hillside Road between the parcel 

and the urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong 

sense of separation from the urban area, so 

development here would be incongruous with the 

urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The mature woodland and Waterloo Road form a 

strong outer boundary which would limit the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM27 

Parcel CM27 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM27 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 6ha. 

There are no significant boundary features to separate the parcel from the settlement. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is some perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The landform of 

the parcel and sections of garden fencing along the settlement edge contribute to the 

perception of urban development.  

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is part of the large built-up area and is a town. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

There are no physical features in reasonable proximity 

strong enough to restrict and contain development. 

The parcel has only hedgerow boundaries along the 

northern boundary of the parcel, so development within 

the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising impact 

of development on adjacent open land. 
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Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The lack of 

features to restrict and contain development along the 

northern boundary of the parcel mean that, although 

the parcel is subject to some urbanising influence, 

development here would have an incongruous impact. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

There is some urbanising influence associated with 

development outside of the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has only hedgerow boundaries, so development 



Parcel CM27  

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

within the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM28 

Parcel CM28 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM28 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 11ha. 

There is a strong boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. Tree cover 

along the parcel's inner boundary provides a strong sense of separation. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel.  The landform in the parcel slopes down from the settlement 

edge. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Mature 

woodland tree cover along the inner boundary limits the perception of the urban area. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. The parcel's sloping landform allows for some 

connection to the wider Green Belt to the west. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is adjacent to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town so is defiened as a large built-up area. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development in the parcel 

would negate the role of mature woodland along the 

parcel boundary which currently give the parcel a 

strong sense of separation from urbanising influences. 
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Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature 

woodland between the parcel and the urban edge 

mean that the parcel has a strong sense of separation 

from the urban area, so development here would be 

incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The mature lines of trees and woodland to the 

east forms a strong outer boundary which would limit 
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the urbanising impact of development on adjacent 

open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM29 

Parcel CM29 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM29 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Corfe Mullen. Parcel size: 40ha. 

There is a combination of features creating a strong boundary between the settlement 

and the parcel. 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. 

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. 

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising influences 

associated with development outside the parcel.  
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Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Waterloo Road and its 

adjacent linear tree cover, in combination with the 

sloping landform of the parcel, as well as vegetation 

along the inset settlement edge, provide strong 

distinction from Corfe Mullen 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The gap, 

sloping landform, and mature trees between the parcel 

and the urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong 

sense of separation from the urban area, so 

development here would be incongruous with the 

urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  
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What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising influences 

associated with development outside the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The sloping landform (particularly to the west) 

and lines of mature trees forms a strong outer 

boundary which would limit the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM30 

Parcel CM30 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM30 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the west of Corfe Mullen.  Parcel size: 208ha. 

Strong coverage of woodland associated with Stony Down Plantation and clumps of 

woodland to the north, such as Knoll Clump and Mountain Clump.  

An undulating landform that rises towards Allen Hill in the south of the parcel.  

Mature woodland within the parcel, the undulating landform and distance from the 

settlement edge combine to limit perception of the urban area.  

Land use is predominantly woodland blocks and agricultural fields.  

Natural features predominantly limit the perception of an urban area.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising influences 

associated with development outside the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of blocks of 

woodland (such as Stoney Down Plantation), which 

currently gives the parcel a strong sense of separation 

from urbanising influences. 
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Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. Mature 

copses of woodland between the parcel and the urban 

edge mean that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising influences 

associated with development outside the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. 

Although mature woodland clearly marks the parcel 

boundary to the south of the parcel. The land is more 
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open to the north, therefore development within the 

parcel would in turn increase the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM31 

Parcel CM31 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Weak/No Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM31 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the south-west of the settlement edge of Corfe Mullen Parcel 

size: 68ha. 

There is a consistent, well-defined boundary between the settlement and the parcel. A 

combination of mature trees along dense hedgerows  within several parcels between 

this area and the settlement edge create a strong visual barrier. 

The landform slopes slightly towards the parcel from the settlement edge. 

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. Despite 

residential ribbon development along Old Wareham Road adding some urban influence. 

The distance from the settlement edge and mature lines of trees within the gap of the 

settlement edge and parcel creates a weak perception of urban development.  

Land use is predominantly agricultural, with a large block of mixed woodland. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. The proximity of the parcel to areas of dense 

woodland along Black Hill adds some perception of connectivity with the wider 

countryside. However, dense hedgerows along the A350 largely limit direct views.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and is defined as a large built-up area. 

The parcel has a strong enough relationship with Corfe 

Mullen for development here to be associated with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  
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Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development would negate the 

role of the sloping landform and sections of linear strips 

of woodland and mature hedgerows in the several 

fields between the parcel and the settlement edge 

which currently give the parcel a strong sense of 

separation from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The sloping 

landform and several fields containing mature hedges 

between the parcel and the urban edge mean that the 

parcel has a strong sense of separation from the urban 

area, so development here would be incongruous with 

the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel does not lie within or on the periphery of a 

gap between towns that are close enough to be 

considered neighbouring in this location.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

N/A  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

N/A  

Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  
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What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. 

Despite the A350 forming a strong boundary to the 

south-west of the parcel, there are only hedgerow 

boundaries to the north-east. Therefore, development 

within the parcel would in turn increase the urbanising 

impact of development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 

Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM32 

Parcel CM32 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Strong Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM32 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the south-west of Corfe Mullen and to the north of Upton.  Parcel 

size: 63ha. 

There is a combination of features creating a strong boundary between the settlement 

and the parcel. A combination of woodland blocks, mature lines of trees along parcels 

and heathland habitats creates a strong boundary.  

There is a significant change in landform which creates a clear sense of separation 

between the settlement and the parcel. The landform rises towards Beacon Hill in the 

centre of the parcel, before increasing in elevation towards the north-east and 

decreasing to the north.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The distance 

between the parcel and the settlement edge (0.5km at the closest point), as well as the 

heathland habitat and mature lines of trees located within the gap, limits the urban 

perception.  

There is some urbanising activity in the parcel but land use also associates the area with 

the wider countryside. A static caravan site adds an urbanising influence to an otherwise 

natural parcel that includes mixed woodland and heathland habitats. 

There is some perception of connectivity with the wider countryside, limiting the impact 

of any existing urbanising influence. Beacon Hill is a locally prominent feature in the 

landscape that enables some views towards the wider landscape.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  
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What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising influences 

associated with development outside the parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel contains physical features in reasonable 

proximity to the urban area restricting and containing 

development. Therefore its weakening or loss would 

have an adverse impact on this purpose. Development 

in the parcel would negate the role of the steep 

landform change from the urban edge towards Beacon 

Hill and the woodland block/heathland landscape in the 

centre of the parcel, which currently gives the parcel a 

strong sense of separation from urbanising influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The rising 

landform, and heathland between the parcel and the 

urban edge mean that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel lies in a moderate gap between towns. The 

parcel forms a 0.9 km gap between Corfe Mullen and 

Upton  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel forms a substantial part of the gap.  

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely 

significantly impact visual separation between towns. 

The sloping landform towards Beacon Hill and the 

block of woodland form strong separating features 

within this parcel.  
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Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising influences 

associated with development outside the parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would not significantly 

increase the urbanising influence on adjacent open 

land. The A350 clearly marks the boundary to the 

south-west of the parcel . Although development in the 

parcel would have some urbanising impact on land 

beyond, it would not significantly weaken its 

contribution to Purpose C. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 
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Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purposes A and B and therefore 

does not meet the definition of grey belt land.
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Parcel CM33 
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Contribution of land in Parcel CM33 

Parcel CM33 Assessment Conclusions 

Purpose A Purpose B Purpose C Purpose D Purpose E Grey Belt 

Strong Moderate Strong Weak/No Equal No 

Parcel CM33 Description 

Parcel Location, Land Uses and Boundaries 

The parcel is located to the north of Corfe Mullen and is adjacent to the River Stour.  

Parcel size: 148ha. 

There is a strong, consistent boundary feature between the settlement and the parcel. 

Mature lines of trees that line the A31 along the southern boundary of the parcel. The 

River Stour (which meanders across the floodplain) forms the northern boundary of the 

parcel 

There is some change in landform which creates a sense of separation between the 

settlement and the parcel. The landscape of the parcel forms part of the wider River 

Stour floodplain with little elevation change. The elevation rises towards the settlement 

edges, creating a clear distinction.  

There is a weak perception of urban development outside of the parcel. The distance 

(0.4km at the closest point) as well as the rising landform towards the settlement edge 

creates a weak perception of urban development. However, there are occasional long 

distance views towards the settlement edge of Wimborne Minster to the east.  

There is no significant urbanising development or activity in the Green Belt affecting this 

parcel. Land use is predominantly pastoral fields along the River Stour floodplain. 

There is a strong perception of the wider countryside, limiting the impact of any existing 

urbanising influence. The flat landform enables a strong perception of the surrounding 

rising landform.  

Purpose A: Checking the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is the parcel adjacent or near 

to a large built-up area? 

The parcel is near to a large built-up area. Corfe 

Mullen is a town and so is defined as a large built-up 

area. The parcel has a strong enough relationship with 

Corfe Mullen for development here to be associated 

with it. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  
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Assessment Considerations Assessment 

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Are there physical features in 

reasonable proximity that could 

restrict and contain 

development? 

The parcel lies beyond physical features which are 

restricting and containing urban development. 

Therefore its weakening or loss would have an adverse 

impact on this purpose. Development in the parcel 

would negate the role of the A31, which currently gives 

the parcel a strong sense of separation from urbanising 

influences. 

Would development form an 

incongruous pattern in relation 

to the large built-up area?  

Development of land in the parcel would have an 

incongruous impact on the urban pattern. The distance 

from the settlement edge and the parcel, as well as the 

A31 being located between the parcel and the urban 

edge, means that the parcel has a strong sense of 

separation from the urban area, so development here 

would be incongruous with the urban pattern. 

Purpose B: Preventing neighbouring towns from merging:  

Moderate contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel lie in a gap 

between towns? 

The parcel is peripheral to a moderate gap between 

towns. The parcel lies adjacent to the gap between 

Corfe Mullen and Wimborne Minster. 

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

Does the parcel form a 

substantial, small or very small 

part of the gap? 

The parcel does not form a substantial part of the gap. 

Although peripheral to the gap, development on the 

visually open valley floor would have some some 

urbanising influence on land that plays a more central 

role in separating the towns. 

Would development result in 

loss of visual separation 

between towns?   

Development of land in the parcel would likely have a 

minor impact on visual separation between towns.  
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Purpose C: Assisting in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment:  

Strong contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Is land within the parcel 

countryside? 

The parcel is part of the countryside and so contributes 

to preventing encroachment on it.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

The parcel is free from urbanising development.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising influence from 

outside the parcel? 

The parcel is predominantly free from urbanising 

influences associated with development outside the 

parcel.  

Would development impact 

adjacent Green Belt land? 

Development in the parcel would significantly increase 

the urbanising influence on adjacent open land. The 

parcel has few boundaries to the north due to the River 

Stour floodplain landscape, so development within the 

parcel would in turn increase the urbanising impact of 

development on adjacent open land. 

Purpose D: Preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns:  

Weak/No contribution 

Assessment Considerations Assessment 

Does the parcel have a 

relationship with a historic 

town(s)? 

The parcel does not form part of the setting of a 

historic town.  

What is the extent of 

urbanising development in the 

parcel? 

N/A  

To what extent does the parcel 

contribute to the setting and 

special character of historic 

town(s)?  

N/A  

Purpose E – Assisting in urban regeneration:  

Equal contribution 

All Green Belt land plays an equal role in relation to this purpose. 
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Grey Belt 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to Green Belt Purpose A and therefore does not 

meet the definition of grey belt land.
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