Web Content Fee Rates 202425
Resources for adult social care providers - Dorset Council
Dorset Council is committed to providing the right support for people who need it, in the right place, at the right time. 
Our approach to Care Home fee setting for 2024/25 
We are committed to continuing to implement a Fair Price for Care (FPOC) approach for the care home services that we buy. Our published rates (Working Rates) are: 
· Informed by the findings of our 2nd Cost of Care Review, which was carried out by independent consultants Valuing Care during the summer of 2023. 
· Adjusted against relevant inflation indices and factoring in the increase in the National Living Wage from 1 April 2024 
· Impacted by the fact that the Council continues to lack sufficient funding to deliver the full FPOC. 
Just like last year, however, we’ve made sure that our published fee rates are as close to the full FPOC as our funding will allow. 
Fee rates 2024/25 
Dorset Council’s published rates (Working Rates) for care home services for 2024/25 are as follows: 
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Fair Price of Care Rates 2024/25
As part of our commitment to transparency with providers, we are sharing the results of the analysis that was undertaken via the 2023/24 Fair Cost of Care Survey. 
The rates have been enhanced to take account of inflationary factors for 2024/25, including the rise in the National Living Wage from 1 April 2024. However, currently, the Council is not funded sufficiently to enable us to pay at these rates. 
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Dorset Care, Support, Housing & Community Safety Framework (DCF2)
DCF2 is a long-term Framework Contract that enables the purchase of a wide range of services, including residential care home services, with and without nursing, for older people and adults of working age whose primary support need is ageing-related. 
Dorset Council and NHS Dorset are joint Commissioning Partners for DCF2. We’ve worked together to confirm the services we need to buy on behalf of people who need care and support in Dorset. We’ve agreed a fee structure that is based on the Fair Price of Care (FPOC) and which reflects our understanding of supply in the local market. 
In future, we’re intending to purchase all care home services under DCF2 and via a combination of block and individual (spot) contracts with approved service providers, in and around the Dorset Council area. 
We’re introducing new Service Categories for residential care with and without nursing, with clear definitions as to the type and level of needs to be met, and the service inputs and capabilities required to meet these needs. 
We want to consolidate purchasing and develop collaborative relationships with Care Homes that want to work with us to develop and deliver the services that people in Dorset really need – now and into the future. 
We want to make it easier for these Care Homes to work with us and feel the benefits of doing so, including preferential terms for DCF2-contracted providers. 
To participate in future ‘mini-competitions’ to deliver care home services under DCF2 care homes must first have signed up – and been accepted - on to the Framework. Care Homes can do this at any time via the e-tendering portal and will receive notifications regarding the release of future mini-competitions.
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2024/25 Working Rates (effective from 1st 

April 2024)

Residential

Residential 

Dementia

NursingNursing Dementia

Excluding FNC @ £235.88(2024/25 rate) 

where applicable

£893.00£945.00£969.00£984.00

Including FNC @ £235.88(2024/25 rate) 

where applicable

£1,204.88£1,219.88
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2024/25 Fair Price of Care (not yet 

affordable)

Residential

Residential 

Dementia

NursingNursing Dementia

Excluding FNC @ £235.88(2024/25 rate) 

where applicable

£1,050.00£1,112.00£1,140.00£1,157.00

Including FNC @ £235.88(2024/25 rate) 

where applicable

£1,375.88£1,392.88


