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1.  Summary / Overview speading trafiic
i october 2016, whenverst D@ @AIT countrgside

asked local residents what they lassd, ‘ °
liked most about living in Yoead ? % safe Wa]klng routes
Hazelbury Bryan, the most IS g Iy
common response WMW@J@bH@EEM”
. ©)

friendliness and community spirit ) P
of the villages. ahousing,
by many was the attractiveness of

the area, the peace and quiet

(and the lack of light pollution)

and the community facilities &

particularly the shop, pub, school

&
and outdoor recreation g ; opportunitles
Il i ke,

opportunities.

What people didndt
transport dspeeding and increasingly bigger
vehicles on our rural roads, poor bus service, and
lack of safe paths & links within the village .

Our Neighbourhood Plan recognises that, with or without a Plan, change will happen. Although

the Plan cannot sort out issues such as bus services or the poor state of the roads, it can

influence where much -needed housing and other developments are constructed, and what they

l ook 1i ke. And it can help safeguard some of the
local shop or the enjoyment of our beautiful coun tryside, by making sure that the impact of any
development on these assets is properly considered in the decisions made , and any needless

impacts avoided.

This Plan therefore has a range of different policies , including :

1 policies to safeguard the intrins ic beauty of our countryside, its character, important
green spaces, key views, and local wildlife areas;

1 policies to make sure new development is in keeping with local building styles and
materials, and retain the distinct differences between the various  hamlets

1 policies to protect the key community facilities that are so important to local residents,
and try to make sure that these continue to thrive

1 the allocation of three housing sites to deliver the housing needed over the next decade,
plus an employment site with duty manager 6 s accommodati on

1 aproject to improve road signs and other measures to encourage slower traffic speeds ,
which could be part -funded by development allowed through the Plan.

This Plan was pulled together by a group of volunteers w orking for the Parish Council, who spent
considerable time consulting local people and researching all the topics it covers. Followingth e
pre-submission consultation, the Parish Council made some changes to The Plan and submitted it
to North Dorset District Council for its independent examination.  The final step is the
referendum, where all local residents in the Parish who are on the electoral role get the chance
to vote 0yes Plambeingused. 5 t o t he

Pagel
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2. Introduction

2.1. Hazelbury Bryan is a large parish of 997 hectares (2,415 acres) in the south -west of the
Blackmore Vale. It is bounded to the north by Ridge Drove, Smetherd Farm and
Deadmoor Common, by Mount Pleasant Farm on the east, Park Gate to the South and a
tributary of t he River Lydden in the west, joining the Lydden itself south of Lyddon
House.

2.2. The village comprises seven separate hamlets of Kingston, Wonston (and Pleck), Pidney,
Partway, Woodrow, Droop and Park Gate, with open fields between them. This
arrangement is unusual, if not unique, in Dorset.

Figure 1. Area Map
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2.3. Hazelbury Bryan is a community which has evolved in its own way, retaining its roots and
sense of history. For most villagers, it is valued as a place of security and safety.

2.4. As with any other area in Nort h Dorset, there will be pressures for change and growth,
such asnew homes, new businesses, alterations and extensions to existing buildings, and
changes in how those buildings or land associated with them are used. The planning
system, including the poli cies contained in this Neighbourhood Plan, will guide decisions
on what changes will be permitted.

2.5.  Onealmost universal concern, as shown in the feedback from the various consultations,
was the ever-increasing impact of traffic on the safety and rural natu re of local roads,
and particularly the speed of traffic and growth in large commercial and agricultural
vehicles. The extent to which a Neighbourhood Plan can tackle such issues is limited, but
the issues and concerns have been taken into account as far as possible

Page 2
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The North Dorset Local Plan

2.6.

2.7.

2.8.

The statutory development plan is the North Dorset Local Plan (2016). Its strategy is
based on focusing development at the four main towns. In rural areas such as Hazelbury
Bryan, where access and proximity to services is more limited, development will be more
strictly controlled with an emphasis on meeting local and essent ial rural needs. The
Issues and Options Paper for the Local Plan Review (November 2017)does not currently
propose to change the existing spatial strategy approach in relation to the villages.

The Local Plan envisages neighbourhood planning playing a keyrole in meeting local
needs in rural areas. It recognises that these needs may not be met by the countryside
policies in the Local Plan, and that neighbourhood planning can enable local communities
to develop their own vision and objectives and consider d ifferent options for meeting
local needs. It makes clear that Neighbourhood Plans can

> decide where new homes, shops, offices and other development should be built (in
addition to development that is permitted under countryside policies) by reviewing
settlement boundaries or allocating specific sites for development;

> identify and protect loc al green spaces;

> include policies to protect local character; and

> influence what new buildings should look like.

The adopted Local Plan does not identify a specific housing need figure for the
neighbourhood plan area of Hazelbury Bryan or identify specific employment land needs.
It does set a housing need figure for rural areas of at least 825 dwellings to be built in
Stalbridge and the eighteen larger and more sustainable villages, of which Hazelbury
Bryan is one, and this level of housing will be re-examined through the Local Plan Review.
The latest employment evidence contained in the Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole
Workspace Strategy 2016 suggests that the amount of employment land already available
is more than adequate to meet the overall need in North  Dorset.

How th is Neighbourhood Plan was prepared

2.9.

2.10.

2.11.

Page3

In December 2015 the Parish Council sought the views of the Village as to whether it
needed or wanted a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). Of those that replied, most were in favour
and volunteers came forward to help. A meeting was organised in the Village Hall on the
25th April 2016 with presentations by Jo Witherden (Planning Consultant) and Fred
Horsington (Champion of the Cerne Abbas NP). The Parish Council voted to proceed and
called upon the volunteers to fo rm a Committee to take the matter forwards.  This
Committee first met on the 5th July 2016, elected its officers, set out basic objectives,
agreed terms of reference and agreed to hold a public consultation in October to gauge

the true level of interest of the Village and update the views expressed in the original
Parish Plan of 2010.

In an attempt to arouse public interest, an eye -catching circular was delivered to every
house in the Village asking if the residents cared about the Village, enjoyed living there

and had an opinion on its future. By presenting the latest assessment of potential

housing sites, as provided by North Dorset District Council, people were at last stirred

into action. Various matters of interest were raised and there was broad support shown
for progressing with a NP and none against. It was agreed there was sufficient support

for continuing and the Parish C ouncil decided to appoint Jo Witherden (of Dorset Planning
Consultant Ltd) to provide support and advice .

Given the Committee now had a fair picture of the underlying wishes, it was agreed to
proceed with a detailed questionnaire, to be circulated througho ut the Village. This
covered more specifically housing needs, employment & amenities and a few more
broadly based views relating to future development. More than 30% of these forms were

returned and theresults i nf or med t hi s PHjeetimveds vi si on and
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2.12. In March 2017 the Committee embarked on the next stages including: - assessments of
housing need, employment, village character, together with a call for sites, surveys of
amenities and facilities, consideration of local aspects such as green spaces, gaps
between hamlets and related matters such as traffic and transport. In April the results of
the questionnaire were published and circulated. The call for sites gave rise to 26
applicants, far in excess of the anticipated housing need .

2.13. Over July all the propos ed sites were visited and assessed by the Committee against
criteria covering : accessibility by vehicle and on foot; impact on surroundings and local
character, including the crucial local gaps between the hamlets; the impact on green
spaces and biodiversity; adverse environmental or amenity impact; and impact on
community facilities. The sites were also subject to a separate Strategic Environmental
Assessment. The interim conclusions were displayed to the public during the subsequent
consultations run during September/ October. Details of all potential sites were
displayed, along with the Committee's assessments, and the public were requested to
complete a questionnaire to provide their views on their suitability and acceptability .
These events were very well attended and over a quarter of the population recorded
their votes and opinions in 240 completed questionnaires. From this a short list of
preferred sites was extracted, sufficient to meet the anticipated local housing need
(approximately 25 new home s allowing for existing approvals) with some in reserve.

2.14. In November 2017 all site owners were advised of the outcome and those which were
short listed were requested to provide outline plans and their acceptance of the local
wishes for smaller development s considered to be between 10 and 15 residences) and
smaller homes (2 to 3 bed houses and starter homes).

2.15. As the Plan could have significant environmental impacts, a Strategic Environmental
Assessment was prepared alongside the Plan. This assessmentonsdered the possible
effects of different options to judge their sustainability, and identifie d appropriate
mitigation measures for inclusion in the final plan.

2.16. The Plan as a whole was then consulted on for a period of just over 6 weeks during April
and May 2018. The main issues raised as part of this consultation were considered,
together with additional evidence that came to light, in decid  ing what changes should be
made to the Plan. The final steps are for the Plan to be examined by an Independent
Examiner appointed by North Dorset District Council, and then put to a local referendum
before it can be 6maded part of the Devel opmen

2.17. Appendix 1 lists the main supporting documents.

The Hazelbury Bryan Neighbourhood Plan Period

2.18. The plan period (the time period this plan is intended to cover ) is from April 2018 to
March 2031.

Monitoring and Review of the Plan

2.19. The Strategic Environmental Assessment will suggest how the plan should be monitored in
relation to identifying any significant env ironmental effects.

2.20. The Plan may be reviewed before 2031, to take account of changes in national or local
policy, changing needs within the Parish, to reduce any adverse impacts identified
through the monitoring, or simply to roll it forward to cover th e period beyond 2031. The
Parish Council will consider the need to trigger this review, most likely at around the
time of the annual Parish meeting.

Page4
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3. Vision and Objectives

3.1. In 2011, and again in 2016, the residents of Hazelbury Bryan were asked what was
important about the area . Not surprisingly on both occasions the answers were very
similar dlocation and environment and the sense of community .

3.2. Location and Environment d&features particularly valued by the local community include:
the separate hamlets that collectively make up Hazelbury Bryan, each quite individual
served by narrow country roads and lanes and with open fields between them; t he many
rights of way and opportunities to enjoy the surrounding countryside, the general peace
and quiet of vil lage life, and the ability to see the stars at night away from the lights and
pollution of larger towns ; the surrounding hills and views out across the rolling
countryside of Thomas Hardy's Wessex. All this, whilst enjoying relatively good access to
the nearby towns of Sturminster Newton, Blandford Forum and Sherborne.

3.3. Sense of Community dthe hamlets are still of a size to encourage neighbourliness ,
friendliness, co -operation and support. T he various village facilities such asthe two
churches, the school, the shop, the pub and the village hall, the sports fields and
allotments, also bring residents together. There is little recorded crime or nuisance.
There is a relatively high proportion of the elderly, for whom certain services become
increasingly important (public transport and medical support in particular) but also many
younger family groups which currently benefit from the excellent school and represent a
vital part of the Village's future. It is the needs of this second group, the younger
generation, dhomes, employment, etc. - which require particularly careful consideration.

3.4. These themes form the basis of the vision, objectives and policies contained in this plan

Vision
That the attributes of Hazelbury Bryan dts rural nature and its strong sense of
community, remain largely unchanged
Objectives Policy Areas
To protect, as far as possible, the |- Reinforcing Local Landscape Character
current environment in all its - Protecting Local Wildlife
aspects (individual hamlets, - Respecting Locally Important Green Spaces and
plenty of green spaces, diversity Key Views
of design, etc.), all which are so  |.  Respecting the Locally Distinctive Hamlets ,
important to  the residents including settlement boundary reviews
- Retaining Important Gaps between the Hamlets
To allow the village to grow at a - Supporting Existing and New Community Facilities
rate that is sustainable and - Meeting Housing Needs, including identifying the
keeping pace with improvements type and quantity of housing required, and
to the infrastructure (roads, making site specific allocations
public transport etc) which - Employment Needs, including making a site-
cannot be directly influenced by specific allocation
the plan - Parking Provision requirements for new housing
- Traffic Management Project (to be pursued
outside of the Neighbourhood Plan)
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Hazelbury Bryan Neighbourhood Plan July 2018

4. Local Landscape Character

4.1. The Plan area sits within the rolling and clay vales associated with the Blackmore Vale
Landscape Character Ared. The Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty covers a
small strip within the southern edge of the parish up to Thickthorn Lane, rising up to
include viewpoints from Bulbarrow Hill. The geology is complex, with Oxford clay to the
North around Smetherd, limestone around the church and cemetery, ma rl clay at Pidney,
sandy soil at Wonston and Kingston and Kimmeridge clay at Park Gate.

4.2. A feature of the Blackmore Vale is the irregularly shaped fields enclosed by thick hedges.
Many of these hedges are species riecthe, and wou
Hedgerow Regulations. Many of the field boundaries depicted on the 1607 map of the
Parish survive up to the present time and should be protected. Examples are: the hedge
on the southern side of the overgrown lane between The Beeches house and the f ormer
farmyard which has 7 woody species, the hedge between Alec's Field and the Keep, and
those south of Smetherd Farm, are all on the 1607 map?.

Figure 2. A small section of the 1607 map

4.3. Someancient drove roads survive to this day. The route of Normead Drove, running
south from West Lane, is now only a lane for the first part of its length,  with th e rest of
the route connecting to Wonston part of the public footpath network (FP30) . Ridge Drove

1 as noted in the 2008 North Dorset Landscape Character Area Assessment

2 adetailed map of the parish published in 1607, drawn by the well -known map-maker Ralph Treswell for
the Earl of Northumberland who at that time owned the parish

Page6



Hazelbury Bryan Neighbourhood Plan July 2018

4.4.

Page7

(BR28/17) extending from Woodrow and linking to King Sag Bridleway (BR35)was ot he
wai e to Sher bor nelB07aapc dhe lihk betgveeh Wongtam end Droop,

known as Coney Lane,and the link connecting to Drum Lane, are medieval drove roads

and therefore considered to be historically important green corridor s.

Trees can be important for a number of reasons, including their relative age, their

features (such as cavities or rot holes and dead limbs) that provide important wildlife
habitats, their stature (often creating local landmarks in their own right) or pa  rticular
interest (such as a connection with an historic event, or the rarity of that particular
species). Ancient or Veteran trees tend to have a diameter of more than one metre at
breast height, including those with hollow trunks or cavities and dead li mbs. Several are
known within the parish.

Figure 3. Extract courtesy of Ancient Tree Guide 4 (Woodland Trust publication)

Figure 4. AONB, Conservation Area, TPO& Veteran Trees (asshown on Dorset Explorer, 2018)

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (0100058656) 2018













































































































































