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Fu nctiona l Floodpla in

Technical Note
For th is stra te g ic a sse ssme nt, ma pping  of th e  Fu nctiona l Floodpla in h a s b e e n
u nde rta ke n b a se d on th e  following  h ie ra rch y:
•Wh e re  ava ila b le , 1 in 20-ye a r flood e xte nts from de ta ile d mode lling  (mode lle d with
de fe nce s) h a s b e e n u se d;
•Wh e re  th e  1 in 20-ye a r e xte nt is not ava ila b le , th e  1 in 25-ye a r de fe nde d e xte nt h a s
b e e n u se d;
•Wh e re  ne ith e r th e  1 in 20-ye a r or th e  1 in 25-ye a r e xte nts we re  a va ila b le , th e  1 in
100-ye a r de fe nde d ou tline  wa s u se d;
•Wh e re  none  of th e  da ta  de scrib e d a bove  we re  a va ila b le , th e  wh ole  of Flood Z one  3
h a s b e e n a ssu me d to b e  Flood Z one  3b .
It sh ou ld b e  note d th a t th e  de line a tion of th e  e ntire ty of Flood Z one  3 a s Fu nctiona l
Floodpla in is like ly to b e  a n ove re stima tion in some  loca tions a s Flood Z one  3a ta ke s
no a ccou nt of th e  pre se nce  of de fe nce s, wh e re a s Flood Z one  3b  wou ld not norma lly
inclu de  la nd a fforde d some  me a su re  of prote ction by de fe nce s.  Th e  e xte nts will th u s
pote ntia lly b e  most u nre pre se nta tive  in a re a s with  a  re la tive ly fla t floodpla in wh e re
de fe nce s a re  pre se nt, b u t Z one  3b  h a s not b e e n spe cifica lly mode lle d. Wh e re
de ve lopme nt ne e ds to b e  a lloca te d in th e se  a re a s, or wh e re  u na lloca te d de ve lopme nt
is propose d, additiona l mode lling  ma y ne e d to b e  u nde rta ke n to confirm th e  e xte nts of
th e  Flood Z one  3b .  Conside ra tion mu st a lso b e  g ive n to th e  ‘fu nctiona lity’ of th e
floodpla in with  re spe ct to th e  pre se nce  of e xisting  de ve lopme nt a nd infra stru ctu re .
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