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Technical Note
T he BGS Susceptibility to Ground w ate r Flood ing d atase t is a national d atase t
cove ring England , Wales and  Scotland .  Base d  on ge ological and  hyd roge ological
inform ation, the d igital d ata can be use d  to id e ntify are as w he re  ge ological cond itions
could  e nable  ground w ate r flood ing to occur and  w he re  ground w ate r m ay com e  close
to the  ground  surface . It is base d  on a 50m  square grid .
T he d atase t has be e n ge ne rate d  using ESRI ArcMap softw are  cre ating a GIS laye r
com prise d  of polygons that ind icate  the  susceptibility to ground w ate r flood ing.  T he
susceptibility is split into thre e  classes (A, B and  C) of susceptibility to ground w ate r
flood ing.  T he se  are  d e fine d  as follow s:
•A: Lim ite d  pote ntial for ground w ate r flood ing to occur
•B: Pote ntial for ground w ate r flood ing of prope rty situate d  be low  ground  le ve l
•C: Pote ntial for ground w ate r flood ing to occur at surface
Onshore areas outsid e  of these  classes are not consid e re d  to be prone  to
ground w ate r flood ing base d  on the d ata use d . T he  d atase t d oe s not show  the
lik e lihood  of ground w ate r flood ing occurring and  d oes not tak e  account of the chance
of flood ing from  ground w ate r re bound .  It cove rs a large  are a of land , and  only
isolate d  locations w ithin the  ove rall susceptible are a are actually lik e ly to suffe r the
conse que nce s of ground w ate r flood ing.T he  d ata should  be use d  only in com bination
w ith othe r inform ation, for e xam ple local d ata or historic d ata.
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