
Man overboard! 
 

Captain Oakley is woken up in the night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Compton says what he heard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last time Captain Oakley saw the boy. 
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Man Overboard! 
 
 
 
 

1) Who fell overboard? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) What did the voice Mr. Compton heard crying out say? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) When did Captain Oakley last see the boy? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



March 20 I was disturbed this morning about a quarter after 
  two by a bustle on deck, succeeded by the splash 
  of oars under the stern windows. The idea that 
  some one had fallen overboard immediately occur= 
  =red to me. I started up and meeting Dr Cox 
  in the steerage I learnt from him that it was poor 
  little Tweedale, a Midshipman of the Bombay Marines 
 

of the heat. On a sudden, Mr Compton, 
one of elder Midshipmen, was startled from him 
sleep by a voice from the outside of the port 
crying out “I must go” – a shriek followed 
and then a splash as of some one falling 
over-board. Mr Compton jumped out 
 
I saw him about Seven o’clock last Evening 
in high spirits, playing with another boy of his 
own age named Dent, on the quarter-deck. 
 
 

Steerage: the lower decks of a ship 
 
Midshipman: a trainee officer, typically aged in their early to mid teens 
 
Quarter-deck: raised deck towards the aft of the ship 
 
 


