Making Salt in India

This is part of a letter from George Harris, who lived
and worked in India, to The Reverend Rackett,
thanking him for sending him a book by Dr.
Brownrigg on Salt.

The letter was written in 1799 — over 200 year ago!
Salt production was very important in India, it
made a lot of money through tax and was sold all
around the world.
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George Harris tells The Reverend Rackett that the book
is very useful and the Doctor who wrote it would be
interested in how they produce salt in India.

They boiled brine or salty water in small earthen or clay
pots built up into a cone shape on a furnace or very hot
oven.

1500 to 2000 pots were put over one furnace.

The salt which was left after all the water had boiled
away was emptied every 6 hours.

The pots were then filled up with salt water and boiled
again.

: WML A _— — PR

il oy K Ty o o T AoD aan
b~ M,;;Wf . g/” ‘/’. | Wi ;/ .‘,\. 5.

A A\ I A 5D

On the West coast of India, no salt was produced by
Solar evaporation, or using the heat of the sun to boil
the water away.

This was done on the Madras (or Chennai) coast.
This made the grains of salt bigger, which was better.




Archive Detective Question Sheet

Making Salt in India

1) What do you think the salt was used for?

2) Canyou imagine what the furnace and pots looked like?
Sketch it here.



