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SESSION OVERVIEW 

 

This session looks at how children and teenagers who 

committed crimes during the Victorian period were 

treated and punished. 

 

It is organised into three main sections, each of which 

includes activities using images of (or extracts from) 

historical documents. 

 

The activities are, of course, just examples – you could design your 

own using the copies of our documents as stimulus material. 

Extension activities are also included, which can be used as 

additions or alternatives to the main exercises. 

 

We have not provided ‘answers’, as most of the questions are open-

ended or subjective, and are mainly designed to stimulate discussion 

and debate. 

 

The pack is principally aimed at Key Stages 2 and 3, but can be 

adapted for use by higher Key Stages. 

 

Section 1: Prisoner photos 

This activity gets participants thinking about what we can learn 

from historical sources, and in particular the value of photographs 

as evidence. Also starts to engage with empathy skills. 

 

Section 2: Prisoner records 

The purpose of this section is to encourage participants to study 

the records in more detail, extracting basic facts, and building up 

the story of the child prisoners. 

 

Section 3: Reformatory schools 

Activities in this section combine elements of the previous two 

sections – examining sources to extract factual detail, but also 

asking participants to try to identify and understand the thoughts 

of feelings of someone who attended Milborne Industrial School. 

 

 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The records in this pack are all from the later half of 

the Victorian period – covering the 1870s up to 1900. 

During this period most children attended school from 

the age of 5 until age 10. After that, they would 

normally go straight into work, or might take an 

apprenticeship so they could learn a specific trade. 

At this time, children from 7 years of age were believed to be 

responsible for their criminal actions and could be tried and 

punished for them. Young children were sent to adult prisons and 

suffered the same punishments. There are records of children as 

young as 12 years old being hanged. 

In 1847 the Juvenille Offences Act said that young people under 

the age of 14 should be tried in a special court, not an adult court. 

The children shown in this pack would have been sent to one of 

these juvenile courts. 

Nevertheless, until 1899 children would normally spend some of 

their sentence in adult prison. Reformatory Schools for under 16 

year olds were set up in 1854, these were really tough places 

designed to work the children hard and teach them the basic skills 

necessary to ‘reform’ their behaviour and build an honest life once 

they were released.  

 

 



Section 1: Photographs 

 

For this first section, we suggest you 

do not tell your group anything about 

the documents being handed out in 

advance.  

 

This way, participants have to think harder 

about what you can learn just from looking 
at photographs and historical documents! 

 

This section includes: 

 

• 20 photographs of child criminals from 

the records of Bridport police from the 

1870s 

 

• 1 activity sheet – What can we learn 

from photographs? 
 

 



Photographs 

 

Look at the photographs and answer these questions: 

 

What words immediately come to mind when you see your 

photograph? 

 

 

 

What do you see? 

 

 

 

What do you definitely know about this person ? 

 

 

 

How do you know this? 

 

 

 

How old do you think they are? 

 

Why do you think they were photographed? 

 

 

 

Who are they and what is their story? 

 

 

 

 

 

What questions would you ask these children? Write them 

down on the back of this page. 
 

 











































Section 2: Prisoner records 

 

This builds on the first section by 

giving pupils additional historical 

evidence to work with. 

 

Includes: 

 

• 20 ‘prisoner record sheets’ – 

information extracted from the 

Dorchester prison register for the 

1870s. 

 

• 1 activity – What facts can you extract 

from the records? How has punishment 

changed since Victorian times? 
 

 



Prisoner records 

 

Look at the prison records and answer these questions: 
 

What was the most common crime shown on the list? 

 

 

How old was the youngest child? And the oldest? 

 

 

Were the children at school or did they have jobs? What jobs 

did they have? 

 

 

What different punishments were there? 

 

 

Why do you think these punishments were used? What was the 

aim of the punishment? 

 

 

 

Do you think the punishment fitted the crime? Were they fair? 

 

 

 

Which do you think is the most serious crime? 

 

 

What do these records not tell you about the children? 

 

 

 

What would happen if children committed these crimes today? 
 

 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     ALBERT HALLETT 
     See page 7 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  4 Jan 1873 
 
Age     10 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'1¾ 
 
Eyes     dark hazel 
 
Complexion   ruddy 
 
Distinguishing features  Cut upper part of nose between 

the eyes 
 
Parish     Lyme Regis 
 
Occupation    School boy 
 
Crime     Stealing cocoa 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  One calendar month imprisonment 

and 2 years at Reformatory 
School (refused admission to 
Reformatory) 

 
 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     ANNIE ELIZABETH HANSFORD 

     See page 8 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  10 Nov 1874 

 

Age     15 

 

Male or Female   female 

 

Height    ? 

 

Eyes     ? 

 

Complexion   ? 

 

Distinguishing features  ? 

 

Parish     ? 

 

Occupation    ? 

 

Crime  Stealing drapes, table cloth, work 

box etc 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  One calendar month to hard 

labour and 5 years in 

Reformatory School (sent to 

Limpley Stoke Reformatory) 

 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     CALEB BOWDEN 

     See page 9 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  17 May 1876 

 

Age     13 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    4’4 

 

Eyes     light hazel 

 

Complexion   fair 

 

Distinguishing features  2 moles left corner right eye cut 

side left thumb 

 

Parish     Bridport 

 

Occupation    Twine worker 

 

Crime  Stealing a fowl 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  ? 

 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     CHARLES LEE 
     See page 10 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  18 May 1873 
 
Age     10 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'3½ 
 
Eyes     blue 
 
Complexion   fair 
 
Distinguishing features  Two very large upper front teech, 

nose short and turns up, scar 
over right eyelid 

 
Parish     Devizes [Wiltshire] 
 
Occupation    Gipsy 
 
Crime  Stealing silver watch and german 

silver chain 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  14 days imprisonment and 5 years 

at Reformatory School (sent to 
Milborne Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     FANNY BENNETT 

     See page 11 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  8 Jul 1876 

 

Age     15 

 

Male or Female   female 

 

Height    ? 

 

Eyes     ? 

 

Complexion   ? 

 

Distinguishing features  ? 

 

Parish     ? 

 

Occupation    ? 

 

Crime  Stealing gold brooch locket, 

earing etc 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  Three calendar months 

imprisonment and 3 years in 

Reformatory 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     FREDERICK HARWOOD 

     See page 12 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  8 Jul 1876 

 

Age     15 

 

Male or Female   female 

 

Height    ? 

 

Eyes     ? 

 

Complexion   ? 

 

Distinguishing features  ? 

 

Parish     ? 

 

Occupation    ? 

 

Crime  Stealing gold brooch locket, 

earing etc 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  Three calendar months 

imprisonment and 3 years in 

Reformatory 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     GEORGE BARRATT 
     See page 13 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  5 Oct 1872 
 
Age     12 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'4½ 
 
Eyes     dark hazel 
 
Complexion   ruddy 
 
Distinguishing features  several scars about the head, 

extremely deaf, speech rapid and 
indistinct consequently; dent in 
forehead 

 
Parish     Whitchurch Canonicorum 
 
Occupation    no occupation 
 
Crime  Stealing one clasp knife 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  14 days imprisonment and 5 years 

at Reformatory School (refused 
admission to Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     HARRY PARKER 
     See page 14 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  1873 
 
Age     7 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'1½ 
 
Eyes     light grey 
 
Complexion   fair 
 
Distinguishing features  slightly freckled near the eyes 
 
Parish     Wareham 
 
Occupation    School boy 
 
Crime  Arson (stable) 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  Ten days imprisonment and 5 

years at Reformatory School 
(sent to Milborne Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     HENRY BURFITT 

     See page 15 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  21 Jun 1875 

 

Age     12 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    4'3 

 

Eyes     light grey 

 

Complexion   ruddy 

 

Distinguishing features  several very small moles each side 

of face 

 

Parish     Bourton 

 

Occupation    Twine maker 

 

Crime  Embezzlement 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  Two calendar months 

imprisonment and 5 years in 

Reformatory School (sent to 

Milborne Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     HENRY COOPER 
     See page 16 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  15 May 1874 
 
Age     13 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'5¾ 
 
Eyes     light brown 
 
Complexion   fair 
 
Distinguishing features  Scar right side forehead, cut left 

corner left eyebrow, slightly 
freckled around the nose, cut 
back left thumb. 

 
Parish     Sherborne 
 
Occupation    Silk factory worker 
 
Crime  Stealing chest of tea 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  ? 
 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     HENRY MILES 
     See page 17 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  12 Dec 1872 
 
Age     12 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'8¾ 
 
Eyes     dark hazel 
 
Complexion   ruddy 
 
Distinguishing features  Slighly freckled, slight scar right 

side face.  Top little finger right 
injured. 

 
Parish     Gillingham 
 
Occupation    Dairy boy 
 
Crime  Stealing a bag and eight nets 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  ? 
 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     HENRY HECKFORD 
     See page 18 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  21 Aug 1875 
 
Age     12 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'2½ 
 
Eyes     hazel 
 
Complexion   fair 
 
Distinguishing features  Small mole on right cheek and on 

right side chin. Scar near knuckle 
of right  little finger, eyelids 
drop slightly 

 
Parish     Lytchett Minster 
 
Occupation    Works in brickyard 
 
Crime  Stealing silver watch and german 

silver chain 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  ? 
 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     HENRY SNOOK 

     See page 19 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  12 Jan 1875 

 

Age     13 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    ? 

 

Eyes     ? 

 

Complexion   ? 

 

Distinguishing features  ? 

 

Parish     ? 

 

Occupation    ? 

 

Crime  Stealing a pair of boots value 6s 
 

Previous offences   ? 

 

Punishment  One calendar month imprisonment 

and 3 years at Reformatory 

School (sent to Milborne 

Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     JAMES FREDERICK DARE 

     See page 20 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  4 Jan 1873 

 

Age     15 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    5'4 

 

Eyes     dark grey 

 

Complexion    sallow 

 

Distinguishing features  Cut under left eyebrow; small mole 

near left corner left eye also on 

left cheek.  Three small moles left 

side upper lip, scar and mole near 

right ear, nostrils wide. Cut side of 

finger left hand 

 

Parish     Bridport 

 

Occupation    School boy 

 

Crime  Stealing a towel 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  One calendar month imprisonment 

and 3 years at Reformatory School 

(sent to Milborne Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     JOHN DOREY 
     See page 21 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  25 Jun 1874 
 
Age     13 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    5'2¾ 
 
Eyes     dark hazel 
 
Complexion   sallow 
 
Distinguishing features  slightly freckled, nostrils wide 
 
Parish     Portland 
 
Occupation    Fisherman 
 
Crime  Stealing three iron nuts 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  ? 
 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     JOHN LOCOCK 
     See page 22 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  13 Jan 1873 
 
Age     15 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    5'¾ 
 
Eyes     dark grey 
 
Complexion   fair 
 
Distinguishing features  dent on left cheek, nose wide 
 
Parish     Bridport 
 
Occupation    Works in rope walk 
 
Crime  Stealing 5 rabbit skins 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  One month imprisonment and 2 

years at Reformatory School 
(refused admission to 
Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     JOHN MARTIN 

     See page 23 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  27 Feb 1875 

 

Age     14 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    4'8 

 

Eyes     dark grey 

 

Complexion   fair 

 

Distinguishing features  much freckled and slightly 

pockmarked, nose short 

 

Parish     Bridport 

 

Occupation    Works in twine factory 

 

Crime  Stealing knives 

 

Previous offences   1st time 

 

Punishment  ? 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 
(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 
Name     JOHN MUNDEN 
     See page 23 for photo 
 
Date enters prison  27 Feb 1875 
 
Age     13 
 
Male or Female   male 
 
Height    4'7½ 
 
Eyes     grey 
 
Complexion   sallow 
 
Distinguishing features  scar back left hand 
 
Parish     North Allington, Bridport 
 
Occupation    Works in twine factory 
 
Crime  Stealing knives 
 
Previous offences   1st time 
 
Punishment  ? 
 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     JOHN STAINER 

     See page 25 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  29 May 1872 

 

Age     10 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    ? 

 

Eyes     ? 

 

Complexion   ? 

 

Distinguishing features  ? 

 

Parish     ? 

 

Occupation    ? 

 

Crime  Housebreaking with intent to 

commit a felony 

 

Previous offences   ? 

 

Punishment  One month imprisonment and 5 

years at Reformatory School 

(sent to Milborne Reformatory) 

 
 



Prisoner record sheet 

(extracted from Dorchester Prisoner Register) 

 

Name     LEAH WAREHAM 

     See page 26 for photo 

 

Date enters prison  29 May 1872 

 

Age     10 

 

Male or Female   male 

 

Height    ? 

 

Eyes     ? 

 

Complexion   ? 

 

Distinguishing features  ? 

 

Parish     ? 

 

Occupation    ? 

 

Crime  Housebreaking with intent to 

commit a felony 

 

Previous offences   ? 

 

Punishment  One month imprisonment and 5 

years at Reformatory School 

(sent to Milborne Reformatory) 

 
 



Section 3:  

Milborne Industrial School 

 

The final section looks at a 

‘reformatory’ or ‘industrial school’. 

 

Includes: 

 

• 4 pages from the Milborne Industrial 

School annual report, 1900, listing what 

has happened to former pupils 

 

• 1 letter from former pupil, 1900, now 

serving in army in Malta 

 

• 1 photograph of pupils at Milborne 

Industrial School, c1900 

 

• 2 activities – What can you find out 

from these records? What can you tell 

about this former pupil’s feelings and 

personality? 
 

 



Milborne St Andrew Industrial School, c1900 (ref: D/TRD/X8) 

 



After they had been in Dorchester prison, some of the child 

prisoners were sent to Reformatory School in Milborne St. 

Andrew near Dorchester. A Reformatory school was a very 

strict boarding school, which they could not leave and were 

away from their families, and where the children were made to 

work very hard. They were also taught to read, write and to 

develop skills in a trade which would help them get a job when 

they left, like woodwork, farming or gardening. Many children 

were trained to join the Army and Navy to fight wars overseas 

in places as far away as South Africa and the Crimea in Russia. 

 

The Reformatory school records show information on what happened to the 

children and young people as soon as they left (disposal) and what they went on 

to do afterwards. 

 

There are no names on the records, only initials. See if you can match any of 

the initials to the children on your records. 

 

See if you can find: 

1. Someone who emigrated to Canada. What are their initials? 

 

2. Someone who  stayed at Milborne for over 4 years. How old were they 

when they left? 

 

3. Someone who was 16 when they left Milborne. What date were they 

heard of last? 

 

4. Someone who left in 1892. What month did they leave and where did 

they go? 

 

5. Someone whose initials begin with the letter C. What was their career? 

 

6. Someone who ended up working on the land. What were their initials and 

when did they leave? 

 

















Bandsman H. Puttock was sent to Milborne Reformatory 

School, probably in the 1870’s and 1880’s. We don’t have 

any records of what he did or how long he spent there. 

Bandsman Puttock must have been trained to join the army 

and ended up serving abroad. 

 

We are very lucky to have a letter that he sent back to 

Milborne Reformatory School, which tells an exciting story 

of adventures he was having abroad. 

 

See if you can read his handwriting and find out what he has been 

doing. If you are struggling with any words, look at the transcript 

which has already been written for you. 

 

 

1. What sort of person do you think Bandsman H. Puttock was? 

 

 

2. Do you think he enjoyed being in the Army? 

 

 

3. Do you think he liked being in a different country? 

 

 

4. Can you tell whether he enjoyed his time at Milborne 

Reformatory School?  

 

 

 

5. How can you tell? 
 

 



















Extension activities 

 

Imagine you are a policeman in the 1870’s. Take one 

of the examples from the prisoner record sheets. 

Write a crime report, include details of who was 

involved, descriptions and exactly what happened. 

You can include pictures and drawings. 

 

Imagine you are one of the child criminals. Write a 

letter to your mother and father explaining what has 

happened to you. Imagine how you would be feeling 

and include this as well. 

 

Write a poem, story or script based on the child prisoner you 

have chosen. 

 

Using the prisoner record sheets create a pie-chart or bar-

graph showing one of the following: ages of criminal (you could 

do the same for pupils at Milborne Reformatory using the 

annual report); type of crime; number of males versus number 

of females. 

 

Choose one of the children in the prisoner record sheets. Using 

the Family Search website, search the 1881 British Census and 

see if you can find them in 1881. Make a note of where they 

are living and what their job is 1881. Are they still in prison or 

a reformatory school? 

• http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/frameset_sear

ch.asp?PAGE=census/search_census.asp 
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