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Rushy Pond
Roman Road

Hardy’s Cottage
Heathland

As you follow the trails around
Thorncombe Wood and Black Heath, you
will come across many places that were
engrained in the young Thomas Hardy’s

pue|poom

mind and translated into the sentences
and stanzas of his writing; from
memories of walking the Roman Road
with his mother, to the impact of
witnessing an execution in Dorchester

from Rainbarrows.

We do not discern those eyes
Watching in the snow;
Lit by lamps of rosy dyes
We do not discern those eyes
Wondering, aglow,
Fourfooted, tiptoe.
from ‘The Fallow Deer at the Lonely House’

Stop for a moment at Rushy Pond or
wander through the gardens of Hardy’s
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Cottage. Using Hardy’s own words,
imagine these places as he saw them,
Walking through ' through the eyes of a boy who was to

Hardy’s
| andscape

Hardy was fascinated with wildlife, in particular its
effect and impact on the landscape. Later in life,
Hardy’s love of wildlife developed into a desire to
protect all creatures, and he became an active
campaigner against animal cruelty.

important and loved writers.




Hardy’s
Inspiration

Thomas Hardy once said of the delicate details of
nature, that he wished to be remembered as a man
‘who used to notice such things’. He was born here
in Higher Bockhampton in Hardy’s Cottage, and
described the surrounding heath and woodland as
‘his playground’. It was the inspiration for his
imaginary Wessex. Here he created some of
England’s best-known literary works and characters.
Although he eventually settled in Max Gate, in
Dorchester, many of the sites and sounds around
you feature time and again in his poetry and stories.
There are few other English writers more associated
with their native landscape.

Key to map

. Pink route

Walking time approximately 15 minutes

O

Walking time approximately 35 minutes

O

Accessible route approximately 15 minutes
on uneven, sandy track

Disabled parking

For Blue Badge Holders visiting Hardy’s
Cottage, please ring 01305 262 366 or ask
in the Visitor Centre for more information

Please note:

The paths through the wood are uneven and can become
muddy in wet weather. Due to the nature of the landscape,
some of the paths have steep inclines and descents.

Please take care in wet weather.

I went by footpath and by stile, P, N, Our house stood quite alone,
Beyond where bustle ends ) % x\,‘}ﬂrl\ \‘I"# Yk @ and those tall firs
ESAR 48 And beeches were not yet planted

)
2 Hardy’s Cot
W , = b " 2 == From ‘Domicilium’ - Thought to be his first composed poem, it is a
poetic memory of the conversations that Hardy had with his

grandmother, as they walked the heathland together. Hardy
was always looking over his shoulder to times past.

From ‘Paying Calls’ - This is the start of a poem by Hardy about the
nostalgia of retreading well-known paths, and the memories of

the people they are associated with.
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Overhead the hollow
stretch of sky was a tent
which had the heath for its floor

From Return of the Native - Hardy fictionalised the heathland behind
the cottage as Egdon Heath, and set the whole of this novel around it
and its inhabitants.

To dwellers in a wood
almost every tree has its

voice as well as its feature
From Under the Greenwood Tree - Written at the cottage, Hardy used

to sit in the deep recess of the bedroom window, listening to the
nightingales, as he wrote this novel.



