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From Top of Town car park, cross the road towards
Dorchester County library and follow the pavement
around the outside of County Hall initially on the
Yeovil road (B3157). Cross the road at the steps
down towards Hangmans Cottage (Grid Ref: 6905
9101), named after the hangman who lived here
during the Monmouth Rebellion in 1685. On the
riverbank an attractive willow weeps over the water.

At Blue Bridge, swans and their.cygnets are
frequent visitors and sometimes shoals of brown
trout can be seen treading water near to the
bridge. This is a favourite place for local children
to paddle and enjoy the shallow river. Leaving the
bridge, cross a couple of small footbridges and turn
right across the fields: Sheep are grazed here so
dogs on leads is essential. The view to Dorchester
is impressive and reminds us that this is still a very
rural area. Buzzards-are often heard crying above
and the occasional deer may be spotted. Pass a
small copse to your right and you are now walking
on Coker’s Frome Farm land where the Annual
Dorchester Show is held.

Meet up with the river again where, during summer
time, the pink bonnets of the Himalayan Balsam will
have taken over the riverbank. Although
picturesque in colour, this alien species is known to
take over bare soil on riverbanks and as a result,
the natural variety of local plants are squeezed out.
Alarmingly the plant is known to shoot out as many
as 800 seeds per flower-head and up-to a distance
of 7 metres. As an experiment, volunteers have
been engaged on some parts of the Frome to
physically pull up the plant by its roots before
flowering and grass seed has been planted in its
place.

The trail meets the main High Street by Grey's
Bridge. Turn right here over the bridge, observing
the important notice about transportation on

the other side! Beware of the traffic.
Walk back towards the town
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Following the =
path the houses
are built up to the
riverbank here. If
you are lucky you might see Ratty, but
don’t be alarmed, the River Frome is one of the
most important rivers for water vole in Britain.
Unlike the larger eared, longer tailed brown rat, the
furry, small eared water vole lives in burrows along
the riverbank. Like some of the
residents of Dorchester, water
- voles like to keep their
A gardens well mown and
g S — eat a fresh supply of
' ||| ) greens. They feed on
o grasses, sedges and
other waterside
plants.

Carry on along the
riverbank back to
Hangman's Cottage.
There are plenty of benches
to sit on and ponder the wildlife of
the river before you return to your home.



