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Forward 
 
The Borough of Christchurch forms the eastern most section of the 
county of Dorset.  With a natural harbour and the beaches of 
Christchurch Bay, the area is well known as a maritime and coastal 
centre. 
 
The historic Priory church forms a dominant focus to both the 
harbour and surrounding built up area.  The church is set within an 
attractive and well preserved historic quarter in which Saxon and 
Medieval features, street forms and buildings still remain.  Outside of 
the historic core, rapid post war expansion of the built up area has all 
but joined a series of local neighbourhoods into one extensive urban 
area. 
 
The built up area lies between the coast and open countryside.  The 
rural area is divided in two by St Catherine’s Hill, a ridge running 
north/south between the valleys of the Rivers Avon and Stour. 
 
The Borough contains a fine range of high quality environmental 
assets including the attractive coastal environment, nature 
conservation sites of international importance, Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments, historic buildings and townscape along with areas of  
open countryside.  These are generally well recognised, defined and 
protected by designation.  The settings to these assets within the local 
landscape or townscapes are fundamental to the sense of place and a 
key part of how the environmental quality of the Borough may be 
perceived.  However, the precise extent and nature of these more 
widespread settings is more elusive - inevitably they are not so well 
defined or protected. 
 
This study has been undertaken to help define the character of the 
Borough as a series of distinct areas or character zones.  Each area is 
described in terms of the common physical characteristics along with 
an analysis of how the areas may be seen to possess any distinct 
identity or sense of place. 
 
While areas may reflect a common character, some may be in better 
condition than others.  This study provides an assessment of the 
condition of each character area as a guide to the general 
environmental quality of the Borough.  The description of each area 
also includes a commentary on the current influences or potential 
threats to character. 
 
The identity of Christchurch as a Borough is due in part to the 
diversity provided by the range of coastal, urban and rural 

landscapes.  There are important relationships between these areas 
that help define the overall character of the area.  This overall 
character is also influenced by the degree to which areas may be 
accessed or viewed.  The perceived character is also dependant on 
the way in which people move through the Borough and the 
condition of key gateways and vistas alongside the principal routes. 
 
The further expansion of the built up area is currently tightly 
constrained by a range of important environmental designations.  
Further development within or adjoining the urban area could have 
significant impact on the character of individual areas or the Borough 
as a whole.  The study therefore includes an assessment of the 
capacity of the main character areas to assimilate new development 
and consideration of the wider implications that such changes would 
bring.  The assessment of capacity will form an integral part of the 
urban potential study being undertaken as part of the structure plan 
review process. 
 
The character assessment has been undertaken on behalf of 
Christchurch Borough Council as one part of a larger project.  The 
other elements of the project encompassed the preparation of an 
integrated strategy for the Town Centre and a development brief for 
one of the key redevelopment sites within the Town Centre.  The 
combined project requirements were defined by a Borough Council 
Brief issued in December 2001.  The objective for all three elements 
of work is for each to form Supplementary Planning Guidance for 
adoption by the Authority. 
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3.12 RL Area 9 : Bournemouth International Airport and East 
 Parley Common 
3.13 Countryside Character Summary 
 
4.0 Urban Edges and Enclaves 
 
4.1 General Description 
4.2 UE Area 1 : Roeshot Hill to Staple Cross/Purewell 
 Roundabout 
4.3 UE Area 2 : The River Avon and Water Meadowns 
4.4 UE Area 3  : Land to the South of Burton & North of the 
 Railway Line 
4.5 UE Area 4 : The Stour Valley : Between the A338 and 
 Iford  Bridge 
4.6 UE Area 5 : Walkford Brook - Chewton Common, 
 Highcliffe 
4.7 Urban Edges & Enclaves Summary 
 
5.0 The Built Up Area 
 
5.1 General Description 
5.2 Townscape Neighbourhoods and Character Areas 
 
NB: Each urban neighbourhood is described in general terms 
followed by individual character area descriptions. At the end 
of each neighbourhood section there is a description of the 
Capacity for Development.  The following sections deal with 
individual neighbourhoods: 
 
5.3 TC Area 1 : Fairmile and Jumpers Common 
5.4 NC Area 1a : Barrack Road/Christchurch Cemetery 
5.5 NC Area 1b : Canberra Road 
5.6 NC Area 1c : The Grove 
5.7 NC Area 1d : St Catherine’s Hill - Hillside Drive Estate 
5.8 NC Area 1e : Marsh Lane 
5.9 Capacity for Development  
 
5.10 TC Area 2 : Christchurch Town Centre 
5.11 NC Area 2a : The Priory Quarter and Twynham Castle 
5.12 NC Area 2b : The High Street, Church Street and Castle 
 Street 
5.13 NC Area 2c : Millhams Street and Ducking Stool Lane 
5.14 NC Area 2d : Whitehall, Church Lane and Quay Road 
5.15 NC Area 2e : The Quomps, Priory Quay and the Convent 
 Meadows 
5.16 NC Area 2f : Saxon Square and Fountains Way 
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3.1 Christchurch Rural Landscape   
3.2 Landscape Types and Character Areas 
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 - Topography and Drainage 
 - Land Use and Management 
 - Vegetation and Habitat Patterns 
 - Settlement and Transport 
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Landscape Character Areas : 
3.4 RL Area 1 : Avon River Terrace - East of Burton 
3.5 RL Area 2 : River Avon Flood Plain 
3.6 RL Area 3 : Cowards Marsh - Dudmoor 
3.7  RL Area 4 : St. Catherine’s Hill 
3.8 RL Area 5 : The Moors River 
3.9 RL Area 6 : Hurn Bridge and Hurn Court 
3.10 RL Area 7 : The River Stour Terrace 
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5.17 NC Area 2g : Druitt Gardens, The Creedy and Barrack 
 Road Gardens 
5.18  NC Area 2h :  Bridge Street and Rossiters Quay 
5.19 NC  Area 2i :  Bridge Street - Stony Lane 
5.20 NC Area 2j : Bargates and Avon Buildings 
5.21 NC Area 2k :Wickfield Avenue - Stour Road 
5.22 NC Area 2l : The River Stour Frontage 
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5.24 TC Area 3 : Purewell, Stanpit, Mudeford and Friars 
 Cliff 
5.25 NC Area 3a : Purewell 
5.26 NC Area 3b : Stanpit 
5.27 NC Area 3c : Mudeford 
5.28 NC Area 3e : Friar’s Cliff 
5.29 NC Area 3d : Bure Lane to Somerford Road Housing 
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5.30 Capacity for Development 
 
5.31 TC Area 4 : Somerford 
5.32 NC Area 4a : Somerford Commercial Quarter 
5.33  NC Area 4b : Housing Area East of Burton 
5.34 NC Area 4c : Housing Area West of Burton 
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5.36 TC Area 5 : Highcliffe and Walkford 
5.37 NC Area 5a : Lymington Road and Highcliffe High Street 
5.38 NC Area 5b : Steamer Point - Highcliffe Castle 
5.39 NC Area 5c : Chewton Common - Walkford 
5.40 NC Area 5d : Hinton Wood Avenue 
5.41 NC Area 5e : Braemar Drive/Greenways 
5.42 NC Area 5f : Hoburne Lane - Hurstbourne Avenue 
5.43 NC Area 5g : Wharncliffe - Walkford Brook 
5.44 NC Area 5h : Saffron Way 
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5.46 TC Area 6 : Burton 
5.47 NC Area 6a : Salisbury Road Conservation Area 
5.48 NC Area 6b : The Expanded Village Area - South 
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6.0 Coastal Inter-tidal and  Areas 
 
6.1 Introduction 
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6.6 CI Area 1 : Christchurch Harbour 
6.7 CI Area 2 : Mudeford Quay 
6.8 CI Area 3 : Christchurch Bay 
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