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A horseshoe layout is recommended in 
government guidance as it allows 
residents to look out for each other 
while at the same time affording 
sufficient privacy. It also provides a 
central play area/open space that is 
easily visible from each of the pitches.

Government guidance suggests that amenity 
buildings should include:

- water closet (basin, toilet, bath/shower) 
- (open plan) kitchen/dining/living area
- secure storage space for harmful 
substances/medicines
- enclosed storage for food, broom, 
washing/cleaning items
- space for cooker, fridge/freezer & washing 
machine

We suggest also that a large porch, veranda 
or other covered outdoor space would be 
useful given the limited indoor living space 
and the relatively high levels of cloud cover 
and precipitation in this country.

A secure/lockable shed should be provided for 
storage of things like bicycles and other large, 
but portable equipment. Size is dependent on 
needs, but there should be sufficient space for 
each member of the family to have a bicycle as 
well as any other gardening equipment.

Use of existing landscaping (such as mature hedgerows) is desirable 
particularly if it encourages biodiversity (generally native species) and is 
low maintenance. It affords a good level of privacy and security without 
the defensive/hostile nature of gates, walls and fences. That said, each 
site will need to be designed with the appropriate security measures in 
mind as per the Police's 'Secure By Design' Principles. There will be 
considerable difference in these needs between urban and rural 
locations, for example.

Living quarters should 
generally not be overlooked 
by neighbours so some 
further hedging may be 
necessary

Access routes will need to accommodate all vehicles that need access to the site. In this case tracking would need to be carried out 
to ensure that there is sufficient turning space for a large mobile home. Standards for refuse and fire truck access will need to be met 
too. Again, in this case space for safe stopping only is needed as the site is small enough to ensure that distance to refuse collection 
points and hose length standards are met. These standards and others can be found in Building Regulations and Manual for Streets.

There should be at least a 3m gap within 
the inside of all site perimeter boundaries 
and a 6m gap between combustible units, 
which includes caravans and mobile 
homes, though not amenity buildings if 
made out of non-combustible materials.

Some families will also have 
need of grazing land for their 
horse(s). Minimum spaces are 
for 1 horse to 1 acre (or 0.5 
acre for ponies or horses 
under 14.2 hands)
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Site ref
WPBC003

Site name
Land adj. Civic Amenity Site

Site address
Lodmoor Country Park

Planning history
Major Tourism proposal (Lodmoor Country Park) - Local plan designation.

Availability
The land is owned by the Borough Council and therefore available in principle, although land to the north is currently leased for recycling.

Settlement
Weymouth

Source: current unauthorised

Description of site
An area of redundant land, possibly part of a former refuse tip. One part is in use as a green waste recycling facility. A household 
recycling centre lies immediately to the south. The undisturbed parts of the site are becoming colonised with vegetation. There appears 
to be significant informal public access throughout the area.

Source: current authorised
Source: privately promoted

Source: public owned landSource: SHLAA
Source: site survey
Source: other

Topography
Level.

Site Access
Adequate or good access. Adequate or good standard of road.

Safety
Not affected by safety issues

Summary of physical constraints
The site may be contaminated, due to historic tipping activities in this area. This would require further investigation.Highway authority 
comments: No objection in principle but pedestrian links will need to be improved along what is a well used private access road leading to 
the civic recycling and waste centre bulky household waste site. Suitable connections could be made to local cycle network which 
provides level routes to town and the forthcoming Weymouth Gateway site to the north.

Green Belt assessment
Not in Green Belt

Landscape assessment
Impact capable of mitigation
Much of the former tip is beginning to taken on a more natural appearance as scrub and other vegetation colonises the area. The 
landscape is open with wide views across the floodplain to the higher land beyond to the east and north east. There is some scope for 
accommodating a well conceived development in this location as long as it is closely associated with the existing facilities; a site could be 
accommodated (as the recycling centre shows) by earth mounding and natural scrub planting. However, this may be inconsistent with the 
allocation for leisure and tourism uses and the former landfill site may render it unsuitable for accommodating residential use.

Ecology assessment
Impact capable of mitigation

The county ecologist says: Site within 70m of Lodmoor SSSI; development would need to consider possible effects on SSSI but at this 
stage - further detail needed. There is an emerging policy framework for the Lorton Valley Nature Park.

Policy constraints
Local Plan Policy C9 Local Open Space (adjacent)
Local Plan Policy N16 SSSI (adjacent)
Local Plan Policy PO2 Lodmoor Country Park Policy Area (adjacent?)

Accessibility to services (by car): GP surgery (m)
1861

Primary school
1840

Shop
1939

Bus stop
645

Appendix 3: Stage 2 - Shortlisted Sites



Residential amenity/nuisance - impact of site on adjoining uses
Potential impact of site on adjacent uses capable of mitigation

Residential amenity/nuisance - impact of adjoining uses
Potential impact on site from adjacent uses capable of mitigation

Summary of potential impacts
Amenity of potential users may be an issue as it neighbours existing bulky household waste site. How to mitigate noise and visual 
intrusion would need to be explored.

Achievability
Site constraints capable of mitigation but extent and costs unclear

Conclusion
The site may be contaminated due to historic tipping activities in this area. Subject to further investigation, land immediately to the north 
or south of the civic amenity site may be suitable for development with appropriate mitigation.

Historic assessment
No unacceptable impact on historic environment

Noise
Likely to be affected by noise pollution but this is capable of mitigation - Noise exposure category B

DBPix Evaluation

www.ammara.com
Reproduced from/based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behlaf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown 
copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. ©Dorset County Council. 100019790. 2011

The potential costs of clean up of contaminated land may be significant.
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Site ref
WPBC054

Site name
Park and Ride Site

Site address
Weymouth Reilef Road

Planning history
Construction of the Weymouth Relief Road. Relief Road application reference: 07/00033/DCC3

Availability
The site is owned by Dorset County Council and is, therefore, available in principle subject to any use not adversely affecting the 
operation of the park & Ride facility.

Settlement
Weymouth

Source: current unauthorised

Description of site
New park and ride site located adjacent to the Weymouth Relief Road and Mount Pleasant Business park.

Source: current authorised
Source: privately promoted

Source: public owned landSource: SHLAA
Source: site survey
Source: other

Topography
Flat.

Site Access
Adequate or good access. Adequate or good standard of road.

Safety
Not affected by safety issues

Summary of physical constraints
Any permanent use would reduce the capacity of and potentially prejudice the operation of the Park & Ride facility. Any temporary use 
should maintains the effective operation of the Park & Ride facility.

Green Belt assessment
Not in Green Belt

Landscape assessment
No unacceptable impact on landscape
The site is a proposed Park & Ride site which has been provided with associated mitigation works to limit any impact upon the wider 
landscape. Provided any temporary and managed provision is made within the Park & Ride site area no further adverse impact is 
envisaged.

Ecology assessment
Impact capable of mitigation

The county ecologist says: Development of Weymouth Relief Road almost complete; land now covered by planning conditions in part to 
mitigate effects of the scheme on wildlife and landscape. Any consideration of G&T site would need to take account of implications of 
existing permission

Policy constraints
Local Plan Policy T13 Weymouth Relief Road
Local Plan Policy N15 Site of Special Scientific Interest - Lodmoor (adjacent)
Local Plan Policy N20 Lorton Valley Country Park (adjacent)

Accessibility to services (by car): GP surgery (m)
1174

Primary school
1736

Shop
714

Bus stop
572
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Residential amenity/nuisance - impact of site on adjoining uses
Potential impact of site on adjacent uses capable of mitigation

Residential amenity/nuisance - impact of adjoining uses
Potential impact on site from adjacent uses capable of mitigation

Summary of potential impacts
Any temporary stopping place provision would need to make provision for protecting residential amenity and ensure no adverse impact 
on landscape or ecology.

Achievability
Site constraints capable of mitigation but extent and costs unclear

Conclusion
The  Park & Ride site is not suitable or available for permanent Gypsy and Traveller provision but has potential to make provision as a 
temporary stopping place provided that this can be managed to maintain the effective operation of the Park & Ride facility.

Historic assessment
No unacceptable impact on historic environment

Noise
Likely to be affected by noise pollution but this is capable of mitigation - Noise exposure category B

DBPix Evaluation

www.ammara.com
Reproduced from/based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behlaf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown 
copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. ©Dorset County Council. 100019790. 2011
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Site ref Site name Settlement Reason for rejection

Appendix 4: Stage 2 - Rejected sites

SHLAA001 Independent Quarries land Easton Parts of the site may be suitable for development depending upon the 
final restoration proposals. However, the the owner has stated that the 
site is not available.

SHLAA009 Wych Elm Nottington Must relate closely to existing development to mitigate landscape impact. 
The site is unavailable.

SHLAA010 Land adjacent Wych Elm Nottington The northern part of the area is not suitable for development due to the 
open nature of the field. There is no defined site in the  southern part of 
the area and there is no land available in this area.

SHLAA011 Land west of The Shack Nottington The site is too prominent in the local landscape from the road and would 
have a signficant negative impact on the landscape outside the 
development boundary.

LT0000003
5

Portland waste storage yard Portland The site is at risk of significant flooding.

LT0000020
1

Car park at Perryfields Portland Whilst the site could be suitable for development, subject to necessary 
mitigation measures, the owner has confirmed that the site is not available 
for Gypsy and Traveller uses.

SHLAA002 Land south of 27 Sweet Hill Road Southwell Any development would have a significant negative impact on the 
exposed character of the plateau as would changes to access route.

SHLAA005 Land rear of Miles Gardens Upwey There is no obvious access to this site which is also within a protected 
Important Open Gap and likely to have an adverse impact upon the 
Conservation Area.



Site ref Site name Settlement Reason for rejection

Appendix 4: Stage 2 - Rejected sites

SHLAA007 Upwey House Upwey Suitability of any kind of development inappropriate due to landscape and 
heritage setting.

SHLAA008 East Hill Farm Upwey The site is unsuitable for development does to the adverse impact on the 
local  landscape.

LT0000001
7

Royal Yard Contract Car Park Weymouth Unsuitable as unable to ensure privacy due to views over site from 
neighbouring housing.

LT0000024
2

Land adj Radipole Lane Weymouth Potential negative ecological impact on SSSI; unacceptable impact on 
landscape.

SHLAA004 1 Chesterfield Place Weymouth Not suitable due to poor access, both in terms of road maintenance and 
width of access. Site is allso within a protected Important Open Gap and 
likely to have an adverse impact upon the Conservation Area.

SHLAA006 Hurdlemead Weymouth Any kind of development inappropriate in terms of landscape impact and 
impact on the Conservation Area and protected Importtant Open Gap. 
Flood risk and lack of privacy are also issues.

WPBC050 Ridgeway - Weymouth Relief Road Land Weymouth The land safeguarded for the road is likely to be needed for the road and 
for adequate landscape and habitat mitigation. There appears no potential 
for other uses in this area.

WPBC051 Littlemoor - Weymouth Relief Road Land Weymouth Any development in this location would be wholly out of place and detract 
from the landscape of the AONB.



Site ref Site name Settlement Reason for rejection

Appendix 4: Stage 2 - Rejected sites

WPBC052 Manor - Weymouth Relief Road Land Weymouth There appear to be no opportunities to accommodate development within 
this general area.

WPBC053 Land east of Dorset Police Station Weymouth Part of this site is allocated as proposed open space. However, land 
immediately  adjacent to the police station is not allocated and could form 
a small discrete development with suitable landscaping and screening. 
However, the site is unavailable as the owners do not want to be 
approached.



 



Appendix 5: Stage 2 - Sites for possible further investigation 

 

There are no Green Belt sites for possible further investigation. 
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