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The retention of Saved Policy 1.9 of the North Dorset District-wide Local Plan 2003 regarding 
Important Open and Wooded Areas is not consistent with National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and contributes towards making The North Dorset Plan 2011-2026 Part 1 ‘unsound’. 

The information and evidence justifying and supporting this representation is itemised below. 

1. Policy 1.9 of The North Dorset District-wide Local Plan 2003 designated areas of land as IOWA 
with the intention in protecting those areas from development; 

2.  North Dorset Local Plan – 2011-2026 Part 1 –Paragraph 8.98 “It has long been recognised that the 
potential for expansion at Shaftesbury is limited by environmental (mainly landscape and 
biodiversity) constraints and the limited number of potentially developable sites where the town 
could be expanded further.” 

Consequently all proposed sustainable developments enhancing the existing landscape and 
providing amenity space and facilities should be welcomed. In doing so The Council will be compliant 
with the vision, aims and objectives of the NPPF in promoting growth. (see 3a – 3d below) 

3. The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) - following an exhaustive assessment 
process sites were evaluated, some IOWA designated, some not. The final report listed the ‘included’ 
sites, those having development potential and the ‘excluded’ those considered unsuitable for 
development. Some of the ‘included’ were IOWA designated sites and were considered as potential 
development sites but unavailable until the IOWA designation was reviewed in a future local plan. 

      In the Ministerial foreword to NPPF The Minister states :  

a. “Development means growth. We must accommodate the new ways by which we will earn our 
living in a competitive world. We must house a rising population, which is living longer and wants to 
make new choices ; 

b.  “Our historic environment – buildings, landscapes, towns and villages – can be cherished if their 
spirit of place thrives, rather than withers”; 

c. “Development that is sustainable should go ahead without delay..” 

d. “…planning must not simply be about scrutiny. Planning be a creative exercise in finding ways to 
enhance and improve places in which we live our lives” (also appears in paragraph 17 of NPPF) 



The retention of outdated Policy 1.9 (IOWA) will contribute in the holding back of potential 
sustainable developments on IOWA designated sites and thus putting a break on  the growth to the 
region with the consequent loss of much needed infrastructure contributions from developers. 
Consequently retaining Policy 1.9 as a saved policy is in conflict with the aims & objectives of The 
NPPF.  (see 3a-3d above); 

4. Consent for development has been given for areas designated as IOWA - Planning Application 
numbers 2.2012/1374/PLNG & 2.2012/0066/PLNG are two examples.  

This sets precedence and invalidates the initial intention of the designation IOWA consequently 
making their designation redundant and out of date. (see 6a below); 

5. The North Dorset District-wide Local Plan 2003 expired in 2011.  As the New Plan was being 
drafted, policies from the expired Plan were ‘Saved’ whilst others were replaced.  In The Plan for 
North Dorset dated March 2010 Policy 1.9 regarding IOWAs was replaced by the comprehensive and 
detailed Development Management Policy 3 (DMP 3) regarding design & the development of open 
spaces. However, The Pre-submission Document of North Dorset Local Plan – 2011 to 2026, now in 
consultation, retains Policy 1.9 as a ‘saved’ policy and to be discussed later in Part2. 

Having initially replaced Policy 1.9 the Council must have considered Policy 1.9 outdated and 
restrictive to growth and consequently had not envisaged carrying this policy over to the New Local 
Plan. DMP3 was amply detailed allowing any proposed development, on IOWAs and on other 
sensitive sites, to be rigorously analyzed enabling The Council to determine and measure the 
sustainability and appropriateness of any proposed development. In retaining Policy 1.9 sustainable 
developments will be blocked and delayed reducing the potential growth of the region. Future 
developments are not limited to the provision of dwellings and infrastructure but  ones that also 
deliver employment for the community. (see 3a-3d above and 6a below) 

6. Paragraph 14 of The NPPF states: 

a. “ At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development, which should be 
seen as a golden thread running through both plan-making and decision–making…….For decision 
making this means: …..where the development plan is absent, silent or relevant policies are out-of-
date, granting permission unless:……”  

Although the North Dorset Local Plan Part 1 is titled as covering the period 2011-2026, in fact Part 1 
is expected to be adopted only in late 2014. Several years will have elapsed before North-Dorset will 
be equipped with up-to-date planning policies that are in line with and compliant with The NPPF. 
Consequently in the years ahead until a complete North Dorset Plan in its entirety is complete and 
adopted all proposed developments in the area should be judged in accordance with the aims and 
the objectives of the NPPF  and the continual use of ‘selected’ and redundant policies such as ‘saved’ 
policy 1.9 should be discontinued and development should go ahead without delay.(see 3c above)  

7. The Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) November 2013  

a. Paragraph 1.1 of the IDP states: “The Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is a supporting document 
for Local Plan Part 1. It covers the plan period to 2026. The IDP will play a key role in coordinating 
the level of infrastructure and services so that they meet existing and future demands” 



b. Paragraph 7.10 of the North Dorset Local Plan Part 1 states “The IDP provides detail on how 
infrastructure projects will be delivered, it aims to set out-  what infrastructure  is required / when 
the necessary infrastructure will be put in place / what likely costs are involved / how those costs 
will be met / who will deliver that infrastructure ”  - this includes the provision of - allotments, 
amenity open space, informal open space, formal outdoor facilities, village greens, parks and 
gardens, nature reserves, natural semi-natural green space and green corridors -  all detailed in 
Appendices A & B of the IDP. 

To what purpose is Policy 1.9 being retained if future Local Green Spaces as required by the NPPF 
have in the main already been identified? The designation IOWA is particular to the region and is 
restrictive to economic and social growth. It also prevents in converting existing ‘stagnant’ open 
areas into amenity areas that the community can benefit from, as was done successfully in the two 
planning applications mentioned in item 4 above. In these cases The Council acted in accordance 
with the aims and objectives of The NPPF, they acted creatively in enhancing those sites. (see 3a-3d 
above) 

8. Paragraph 7.134 of North Dorset Local Plan – 2011-2026 states: 

a. “the Important Open or Wooded Areas identified in the North Dorset District-wide Local Plan 
2003 will continue to be used for development management purposes.”  

If planning applications are to be analysed and judged against planning policy, the phrase “for 
development management purposes” is not transparent with the risk that potential justifiable, 
sustainable and necessary developments providing facilities and employment for the community be 
barred unjustifiably. (see 3c above) 

 

 

 




















