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Conclusion

Mindful of our terms of reference, we have made our recommendations with
“ due regard to agriculture, forestry and other essential interests ’’. We have
assumed that goodwill and co-operation will be forthcoming both from towns-
people who frequent the countryside, and from those who live and work in the
country or are concerned with the use of its land. A better understanding
between town and country, which it is so important to establish, will not be
achieved without this goodwill and co-operation. These relations, we recognise,
need to be carefully and constantly fostered.

Much of the ill-feeling which has existed in the past has been due to ignorance
or thoughtless behaviour on the part of some townsmen. This we believe could
be considerably reduced by persistent educational efforts, We accordingly
recommend that a simple Country Code should be prepared and issued. Its
object should be to evoke a better all round standard of responsible behaviour

in the countryside and to instil a greater appreciation of the ways and needs of

rural life, and the inter-dependence of town and country. To this end religious
bodies, school teachers, youth leaders and the open air organisations should be
nvited to co-operate in an educational campaign for which the widest publicity
should be sought by mcans of leaflets and posters, and by co-opevation willi Uie
press, the radio and the cinema.

It our proposals are accepted, and pass into law, they will confer upon the
public a precious gift of greater rights and privileges. They will protect and
preserve, more simply and yet more adequately than in the past, the footpaths
engraved on the face of the land by the footsteps of our ancestors. They will
provide long-distance footpaths which may be followed for many miles away
irom the din and danger of busy motor roads. In the wilder parts of the country
our recommendations will provide for the greatest freedom of rambling access
consistent with other claims on the land. They will enable active people of all
ages to wander harmlessly over moor and mountain, over heath and down, and
along cliffs and shores, and to discover for themselves the wild and lonely
places, and the solace and inspiration they can give to men who have been
“long incity pent ”. Thus we believe an effective contribution will be made to
the health and well being of the nation, and an important step taken towards
establishing the principle that the heritage of our beautiful countryside should
be held in trust for the benefit of the people. 4
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